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introduction

Jesus calls us to follow him and to become his disciples, but what does it mean to be a 
disciple of christ? 

Jesus is open and honest about the demands of discipleship and calls upon men to count 
the cost to make sure they are willing to meet these demands (luke 14:25-33). We cannot 
truly call ourselves “disciples” today if we are not meeting the demands the lord set forth 
in his word. 

our lord is the Master teacher. he employs illustrations in his teaching, making use of 
common items to better explain spiritual realities. the image of a shepherd looking for his 
lost sheep, a sower going forth to sow seed, a blind man trying to lead another blind man, 
or a camel going through the eye of a needle, made effective teaching tools. 

there are times when Jesus spoke plainly about the demands of discipleship. however, the 
lord also makes use of various illustrations to emphasize particular responsibilities and 
blessings of discipleship. in looking at the illustrations used by the lord and his apostles, 
we gain a better understanding and appreciation of what it means to be a true disciple of 
christ. 

as the table of contents points out, the lessons in this book are arranged according to the 
different relationships and responsibilities that are involved in discipleship. all of the illus-
trations used by the lord and his disciples have limitations in application. as one proceeds 
through this study, he should not try to overextend these illustrations, but should appreci-
ate the points of application found in each illustration. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Bible quotations are taken from the New King James Version. 

acknowledgements: i am especially thankful to Mary frazier for her help in proofreading 
this material. 
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What Is Discipleship?  7

Before we begin to look at portraits of discipleship, we must 
first understand what a disciple is. 

What Is A Disciple?

the word “disciple” is translated from the Greek word math-
etes which means “a learner or pupil.” however, this word 
involves more than our modern idea of a pupil or student. the 
Biblical concept of discipleship emphasizes the teacher-student 
relationship. a disciple is a devoted supporter and follower of 
his teacher. he accepts the views of his teacher and adopts his 
teacher’s way of life. 

What Are The Demands Of Discipleship?

although Jesus has many followers, he makes it clear that not 
everyone who follows him is a true disciple. 

“so likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that 
he has cannot be My disciple” (luke 14:33, emphasis 
mine – hr). 

“Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had be-
lieved him, ‘if you abide in My word, then you are truly 
disciples of Mine’” (John 8:31, NasV). 

only those who meet certain conditions or requirements are 
recognized by the lord as being his true disciples. What are 
these conditions? how can we know whether or not we are 
truly disciples of christ? 

1. We Must Deny Self

We know that self-denial is an important quality to have. there 
are times when we must deny ourselves of things in order to 

What is DisciPleshiP?
the Disciple’s identity

Jesus is not the 
only person in 
the Bible who 
had disciples. 
John the Baptist 
had disciples 
(Matt. 9:14), 
the Pharisees 
had disciples 
(Matt. 22:16), 
and some of the 
Jews claimed 
to be disciples 
of Moses (John 
9:28). However, 
as Christians, 
we are concerned 
with being a 
disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 

“then he said to them all, ‘if anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow Me’” (luke 9:23)

Lesson 1
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8 ~ Portraits of Discipleship

achieve certain goals or to avoid certain problems. however, 
Jesus did not tell us that we must practice self-denial. he said 
that we must deny self, and there is a difference between the 
two.

the lord’s instructions regarding discipleship are found twice 
in the gospel of luke. a comparison between these passages 
will shed some light on what Jesus meant when he said “let 
him deny himself.” 

“if anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (luke 
9:23).

“if anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 
and whoever does not bear his cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple” (luke 14:26-27). 

 
“hating” our family members is worded as, “he who loves fa-
ther or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me,” in Matthew 
10:37. Jesus is not teaching us to hate others. he is saying that 
our love for him must be greater than our love for any other 
person or thing. 

the first requirement of discipleship is that we remove from 
our heart everything and everyone that hinders total obedi-
ence unto christ. No one is to come between us and our loy-
alty to christ, including ourselves.

Denying self is accomplished when we put the will of christ in 
the place of self (Gal. 2:20). if i am going to be a true disciple 
of christ, i must put christ at the center of my life and on the 
throne of my heart. i must always choose to do those things 
that please him, not myself (2 cor. 5:9). 

2. We Must Be Willing To Suffer For Christ 

the second requirement given by the lord is that we take up 
our cross daily (luke 9:23). Many people have shown their 
misunderstanding of this statement by carrying around large, 
wooden crosses. this is not what the lord meant by this state-
ment. the cross was not a religious symbol when Jesus spoke 
these words. it was not worn as a piece of jewelry or hung on 
the wall as a decoration. in Jesus’ day the cross was a much 
feared instrument of suffering and death. Jesus told his dis-
ciples he was going to suffer and die (luke 9:22); then he said 
that if one desired to come after him, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow him (v. 23). 

If I am going to 
be a true disciple 
of Christ, I must 
put Christ at the 
center of my life 
and on the throne 
of my heart.
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What Is Discipleship? ~ 9

Jesus was up front with those who desired to be his disciples. this was not a glamorous 
position he was offering them. it was not a means of climbing the social ladder or achiev-
ing greatness in the eyes of men. Discipleship was (and still is) about following Jesus, and 
the path that Jesus was walking was leading him to his death. Unless we are willing to walk 
the path he walked, and bear the suffering that comes with it (2 tim. 3:12), we cannot be 
his disciples. 

3. We Must Learn From Christ

the third thing Jesus says to do to is “follow Me” (luke 9:23). this was done literally by 
those who lived at that time, but how can we follow Jesus today? 

although there is a literal aspect to his command, what Jesus means is for men to follow 
his teachings (John 8:31). remember, discipleship primarily denotes one who learns. in the 
Great commission, Jesus sent his apostles out to “make disciples of all the nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the father and of the son and of the holy spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have commanded you…” (Matt. 28:19-20, emphasis mine – 
hr). in his Great invitation, Jesus says, “take My yoke upon you and learn from Me” (Matt. 
11:29, emphasis mine – hr). 

the way we follow christ today is by following his teachings. “But why do you call Me 
‘lord, lord,’ and not do the things which i say?” (luke 6:46). there is no way that one can 
truly be a disciple of christ without following his teachings. 

4. We Must Bear Fruit 

“By this is My father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples” 
(John 15:8, NasV). the illustration of the vine and branches emphasizes the importance of 
bearing or producing fruit. as we abide in the teachings of christ, we are expected to bear 
much fruit. the production of this fruit is proof we are the lord’s disciples. Without the fruit, 
there is no proof of discipleship and the lord removes us and burns us in the fire! – vv. 4-6.  

What is this fruit we are to produce? steady progress in spiritual growth (2 Pet. 1:5-8), good 
deeds (Matt. 25:34-46, eph. 2:10), and increased talents (Matt. 25:14-30), to mention a few. 

5. We Must Love Our Brethren 

“a new commandment i give to you, that you love one another; as i have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). 

Before Jesus left his disciples, he commanded that they love one another as he loved 
them. in doing this, they would prove to others they were really his disciples. 

this requirement is one of the most challenging because it involves our attitude towards 
other people. No one is a “lone disciple.” Disciples are to worship together (heb. 10:25) and 
work together in the gospel (Phil. 4:3). Different things can happen that will threaten the 
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10 ~ Portraits of Discipleship

peace and unity of the local church. this is why disciples are told to “put on love, which is 
the bond of perfection” (col 3:14). 

Jesus is no longer here in the flesh, but our love for him is to be shown by the way that we 
love other disciples (1 John 4:12, 20-21). When we are seen biting and devouring one an-
other (Gal. 5:14-15), the world has a hard time believing that we are truly disciples of christ. 

6. We Must Be Committed To Following Christ 

Perhaps the one thing that is lacking in discipleship today is a failure to make a commit-
ment to follow christ in every aspect of one’s life. Being a disciple is not something we do 
once and it is taken care of for the rest of our life. the lord emphasized a “daily” commit-
ment (luke 9:23). We are faced with choices every day in which we have to deny self and 
do what christ would have us to do. 

We are to count the cost before becoming a disciple (luke 14:28). once we have made this 
decision, we are not to look back, but keep moving forward (luke 9:62). 

Conclusion 

if we are going to make a serious claim to being a disciple of christ, we must do so on his 
terms, not on our own. are we really a disciple of christ? have we put him first in every 
part of our lives, and committed ourselves to following his teachings until the end? 

Questions

 1. What is a disciple?  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 2.  is everyone who claims to follow Jesus a true disciple? ____________________________________

 3. What does it mean to deny self?  ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What does Jesus mean when he required us to “hate” our loved ones (compare luke 14:26 
with Matt. 10:37)?  ___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. how does Paul view his life in christ (Gal. 2:20)?  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Who should a disciple of christ seek to please (2 cor. 5:9)?  _______________________________

 7. What does Jesus mean when he spoke of taking up one’s cross (luke 9:23)?  _____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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What Is Discipleship? ~ 11

 8. What promise is found in 2 timothy 3:12?  _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. how are we to follow christ today (John 8:31)?  ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What were the apostles to do after they had made disciples (Matt. 28:20)?  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What does it mean to call Jesus “lord” (luke 6:46)?  ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What is expected from those who abide in the teachings of christ (John 15:8)?  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. What new commandment does Jesus give his disciples (John 13:34-35)?  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. how do we show our love for God (1 John 4:12, 20-21)?  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What role does love play in our relationship with other disciples (col. 3:14)?  ____________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What does Jesus want us to do before we commit ourselves to following him (luke 14:28)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Describe the kind of commitment we must make in order to be true disciples of christ 
(luke 9:57-62).  _____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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an athlete ~ 13

Man’s respect for a commitment is sorely lacking in our world 
today. Promises, agreements, and contracts are broken with 
little thought to the consequences it will have upon others or 
upon one’s own reputation. People do not seem to stick with 
things and see them through like they once did. this kind of an 
attitude does not work if one is to be a disciple of christ. 

Jesus requires a commitment from those who are his disciples. 
he was up front with men, telling them the cost of discipleship 
and demanding they count the cost before committing them-
selves to following him. one who looks back is not fit for the 
kingdom of God (luke 9:62). 

Athletics In The First Century

the ancient Greeks were noted for their devotion to the ath-
letic games and gymnastic sports. they believed it was just as 
important to develop the body as it was to educate the mind. 
after rome conqured the Greeks, the romans continued this 
interest in the games. 

as a rule, the Jews found the games to be offensive. the games 
were a form of idolatry. they were played in honor of the gods, 
and began with a sacrifice being made in honor of the gods. 
also, the contestants trained and competed in the nude. the 
Greek word for exercise (gumnazo) literally means “to practice 
naked.” 

there were four primary games: the isthmian, Nemean, Pythian, 
and the olympian. the isthmian games were held every two 
years just outside of corinth. the olympian games, held every 
four years, were the most celebrated of these events. our mod-
ern olympics are based upon these games. 

the games consisted of a number of events, including different 
kinds of races, jumping, discus, javelin, wrestling, boxing, and 
even contests between heralds and trumpeters. 

aN athlete
the Disciple’s commitment

“...run in such a way that you may obtain it” (1 cor. 9:24)

Commitment
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The act                             
of binding 
yourself 
(intellectually 
or emotionally) 
to a course of 
action.

Lesson 2
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14 ~ Portraits of Discipleship

contestants were trained under very strict rules and super-
vision. they were required to prepare for a period of ten 
months prior to the games. thirty days before the events 
began they resided at one place where they exercised 
regularly, followed a strict diet, avoided luxuries and got 
sufficient rest – all while under constant supervision. if a 
contestant failed to follow these rules, he was disqualified 
from the games. 

these games were still very popular in the first century. 
stadiums had been built in various places across the ro-
man empire, and large crowds of people came to watch 
the contests. Because of their popularity, Paul was able to 
make good use of the games as illustrations throughout his 
epistles show. the athlete provided an excellent example of 
the kind of commitment Jesus requires from his disciples. 

An Athlete Must Be Committed To Rigorous 
Training

if an athlete was going to win the crown, he knew he had 
to commit himself to training for almost an year in order to 
qualify for the games, much less be able to compete with 
other highly trained athletes. Paul makes some allusions to 
this type of training in 1 cor. 9:24-27.

in verse 25, Paul says that he is “temperate in all things.” 
the word “temperate” means to exercise self-restraint, to 
have power over one’s self. the athlete has to abstain from 
all things (both unlawful and lawful) that would hinder his 
ability to compete at the highest possible level. a dedi-
cated disciple must be in control of himself in order to be 
equipped to serve christ (Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6). 

Paul also says, “but i buffet my body and make it my slave” 
(v. 27, NasV). the word “buffet” is translated from a word 
that literally meant to give someone a black eye. the idea is 
to strike an opponent, knock him to the ground, and keep 
him down (make him a slave). Paul applies this illustration 
to his own extreme practice of self-mastery. he did not 
physically harm his body, but he brought his passions into 
complete subjection. he was willing to do anything that was 
necessary in order to render total obedience to christ (Matt. 
5:29-30; Gal. 2:20). 

in 1 timothy 4:7-8, Paul tells timothy to exercise himself 
toward godliness. the word “exercise” is translated from the 
Greek word gumnazo (from which we get our english word 
“gymnastic”). With the use of this word, timothy would 

We exercise 
ourselves towards 
godliness in 
different ways (all 
of these verses 
contain Greek words 
that were used to 
describe different 
aspects of athletics). 

Praying 
◌ Rom. 15:30 
◌ Col. 4:12

Obeying The Truth 
◌ Gal. 5:7

Learning And 
Defending The Word 
Of God
◌ Heb. 5:12-14
◌ Jude 3

Spreading The Gospel
◌ Rom. 15:20
◌ Phil. 4:3
◌ Col. 1:29

Helping Other 
Christians
◌ Gal. 2:2
◌ Phil. 2:16

Willing To Suffer 
For The Sake Of The 
Gospel 
◌ Heb. 10:32-33

Finishing The Course  
◌ Luke 13:24
◌ 2 Tim. 4:7-8
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an athlete ~ 15

have instantly thought of the exercises that prepared an athlete 
for his competition in the games. Paul is telling timothy to stop 
wasting his time with worthless arguments and “get back into 
the gym!” 

Godliness is piety or devotion to God. a disciple is to be com-
mitted to being a devout and dedicated follower of christ. Just 
as an athlete is committed to his workout routine, disciples are 
to be committed to prayer and Bible study, being present for all 
of the assemblies, prepared for Bible class, etc.  

An Athlete Must Be Committed To Competing By 
The Rules

in order to enter the games, an athlete had to prove to the 
judges he was of pure Greek blood, had not forfeited his right 
of citizenship through misconduct, and had undergone the 
necessary training. likewise, no one can be a disciple of christ 
unless they meet certain requirements set forth by the lord 
(luke 14:26-27). 

once an athlete was in the games, he had to compete accord-
ing to the regulations governing the contest (2 tim. 2:5). if an 
athlete broke the rules, he was not only denied the crown, but 
was sometimes disgraced and even punished. in our own time, 
we have seen olympic athletes stripped of their medals be-
cause it was learned that they did not abide by the rules. 

Paul even says that he could become disqualified (1 cor. 9:27). 
he took great pains to make sure he did not lose his right to 
the crown. entering the race does not mean we have won it. 
We must strive lawfully in order to win the crown (Matt. 7:21-
23). 

An Athlete Must Run To Win

the athlete is not crowned as a champion simply because he 
has trained and competed by the rules. it is not enough to be 
in the game. he has to run to win! the attitude he possesses as 
he competes is very important. an athlete cannot win with an 
“i’ve done good enough to get by” attitude. the victory goes to 
those who run to win. 

hebrews 12:1 speaks of an athlete’s determination to win. the 
writer encourages his readers to “lay aside every weight.” run-
ners and swimmers remove all extra weight and streamline 
themselves for maximum performance. Disciples must cast off 
and throw aside everything that hinders them from following 
christ. these “weights” would obviously include sinful activi-

“The hope of 
eternal life is 
not sealed in a 
single glorious 
moment in one’s 
experience of 
conversion; but it 
is a life-long 
fidelity to the 
risen Lord, the 
running of life’s 
race all the 
way to the 
finish line” 

(Coffman 142).
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ties, but involvement in innocent things can become a distraction that weighs us down and 
keeps us from serving christ to the best of our ability. if our desire to follow christ is like 
that of an athlete, we should be willing to lay aside anything that weighs us down. 

the writer also admonishes his readers to “run with endurance.” a runner needs the ability 
to “keep on keeping on.” the disciple’s race is not a sprint. it is a marathon. We must keep 
running until we reach the goal (heb. 10:36). We cannot quit until the race is over. 

Paul tells the corinthians to “run in such a way that you may obtain” the prize (1 cor. 9:24). 
in a literal race, there is only one winner. the athlete must run in such a way that he is the 
first one to cross the finish line. an “i have done good enough” attitude will not win the 
race. We are to serve christ in such a way that, if christianity is a race, we should be the 
first one to cross the finish line. 

Paul goes on to describe the intensity of his spiritual training: “therefore i run thus: not 
with uncertainty” (v. 26). Paul knew what he wanted and was determined to get it. he had 
his eye on the prize. he was not distracted by weights or entanglements. he looked unto 
Jesus (heb. 12:1-2), set his mind on the things above (col. 3:1-2), and pressed toward the 
goal for the prize (Phil. 3:12-14). 

“thus i fight: not as one who beats the air” (v. 26). in the sport of boxing, a missed blow 
wastes energy and exposes oneself to the opponent. Paul did not waste any opportunities. 
he was deliberate and purposeful in his service to christ. We must show the same determi-
nation and commitment in our service to christ. 

Conclusion

the citizens of the first century world were very familiar with the games. they knew about 
the training that was required, the rules that governed the competitions, and the efforts 
that were necessary in order for one to gain the victory. Paul called upon disciples to show 
the same commitment in following christ. We are to exercise ourselves to godliness, strive 
lawfully, remove every hindrance, and run with endurance. only those who have the com-
mitment of an athlete will win the imperishable crown of life. 

References
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Questions

 1. Describe the kind of training that contestants had to undergo in order to compete in the 
ancient games.  ____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What happened to a contestant who failed to follow these training guidelines?  ____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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 3. What does the word “temperate” mean?  _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. how is temperance important to an athlete?  __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. how is temperance important to a disciple?  ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. in what sense does Paul “buffet” or “discipline” his own body (1 cor. 9:27)?  _______________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why does Paul “buffet” or “discipline” his body?  ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. in contrast to bodily exercise, how is exercising oneself in godliness profitable for all 
things (1 tim. 4:7-8)?  ______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. list some ways that we can exercise ourselves in godliness.  ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

10. how must an athlete compete if he is to win the crown (2 tim. 2:5)?  _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Why do we need endurance (heb. 10:36)?  _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

12. What are some “weights” that must be laid aside in order to follow christ more effectively 
(heb. 12:1)?  ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

13. are these “weights” always things that are sinful in and of themselves? explain.  __________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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a soldier ~ 19

the first disciples of christ lived in the roman empire and 
would have been very familiar with the dress and duties of the 
roman soldiers. When the apostle Paul referred to christians 
as soldiers of christ, he was using an illustration with which his 
readers would have been all too familiar. in this lesson, we will 
consider some things that we can learn about discipleship from 
a soldier. 

1. We Have A Commander

We are soldiers of Jesus christ (2 tim. 2:3-4). he has enlisted us 
as soldiers, and we must please him with our service. he is the 
captain of our salvation (heb. 2:10). as a commander, he gives 
us orders to follow (Matt. 8:8-9, luke 6:46). however, he does 
not send us into battle. he leads us (Matt. 16:24) and is ever 
present and ready to help us in the fight (heb. 2:18; 4:14-16; 
7:25). 

2. We Have An Enemy

the existence of an army implies the possibility of an enemy. 
Who is the enemy of God’s people? is it the false religions of 
the world, denominations, or cults? is it the atheists who are 
promoting a humanist agenda in our society? is it brethren who 
are teaching and fellowshipping error? While battles come from 
these sources, none of them are our true enemy, “for we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood” (eph. 6:12). 

our adversary is the devil (1 Pet. 5:8). the Bible warns us of 
the seriousness of our enemy. With its figurative language, the 
book of revelation describes satan as “a great, fiery red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his 
heads” (12:3). he is not to be underestimated. 

a solDier
the Disciple’s Battle

“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus christ” (2 tim. 2:3)

We are 
soldiers of 
Jesus Christ (2 
Tim. 2:3-4). He 
has enlisted us 
as soldiers, and 
we must please 
Him with our 
service.

Lesson 3
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We have been informed about the nature and the strategy 
of our enemy, “for we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 cor. 
2:11). We know that he is a murderer and a liar (John 8:44). 
satan is extremely dangerous and cannot be trusted. he is a 
predator, attacking the weak and unsuspecting (1 Pet. 5:8). he 
disguises himself and his true motives (2 cor. 11:14). he has 
help in the spiritual realm (eph. 6:12), as well as from men who 
are ensnared through sin and error to do his will (2 tim. 2:26). 

We must remember who our enemy is. satan is a strong, crafty, 
and evil adversary who will do anything to devour our soul. 
he does not fight fair. Many soldiers have fallen because they 
have underestimated the enemy. 

3. We Have Weapons

the lord has not left us alone and defenseless against this for-
midable enemy. We are given the whole armor of God that we 
may be able to withstand in the evil day (eph. 6:13-18). 

Belt – the belt was a foundational garment. it held everything 
in place. the thing that holds everything in place for the dis-
ciple is the “truth.” the unquestionable truth of scripture gives 
the soldier of christ stability as he fights his battles. 

Breastplate – the breastplate consisted of pieces of leather 
or metal fashioned together. the purpose of the breastplate 
was to protect the heart and other organs. “righteousness” is 
moral uprightness, holiness, godliness, and integrity. a disciple 
who is protected with righteousness cannot be penetrated with 
accusations, threats, or false charges. one who fills his heart 
with righteousness is not easily tempted to sin. 

Shoes – roman soldiers wore sandals with hobnailed spikes 
to assure good footing. When their feet were shod, they were 
ready. our feet are to be shod with the “preparation of the 
gospel of peace.” We must be ready to use, spread, defend, 
and teach the gospel. 

Shield – the roman shield was a full body shield. it consisted 
of a framework of wood, wicker or metal, covered with thick 
leather and sometimes lined with metal. this shield could 
absorb the impact of an enemy’s weapon, repel spears and ar-
rows, and be used as a protective roof. our shield is our “faith.” 
committed conviction repels satan’s attacks of temptation, 
doubt, fear, worry, lust, etc. 

Helmet – a helmet was usually made of metal, though some 
were made of leather. We certainly appreciate the importance 
of protecting the head. helmets are worn today in a variety 

The Whole            
Armor Of God
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Belt
 ◌ The Truth

Breastplate
 ◌ Righteousness

Shoes
 ◌ Preparation
    Of The Gospel
    Of Peace

Shield
 ◌ Faith

Helmet
 ◌ Salvation

Sword
 ◌ Word Of God
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of hazardous situations – sports, construction, mining, military exercises, etc. a blow that 
would merely injure another part of the body could be fatal if landed on the head. the as-
surance of our “salvation” allows us to hold our head up in our fight (2 tim. 1:12). 

Sword – the sword was the soldier’s most important weapon. this is the only offensive 
weapon on this list. our sword is the “word of God.” the word of God is a sharp sword that 
penetrates the heart of man (heb. 4:12) and defeats the enemy (rev. 19:15, 21; Matt. 4:4, 7, 
10). 

all of these weapons have one thing in common – they all come from the word of God. 
God has not left us defenseless. We have his word.

although not specified as a piece of the armor of God, we must recognize the place and 
importance of prayer (v. 18). the strength to overcome the enemy is found in the lord, not 
ourselves (v. 10). 

4. We Must Train

Paul told timothy to be a “good soldier of Jesus christ.” soldiers have to go through boot 
camp and training to be their best. they have to exercise and run drills in order to stay in 
shape and be prepared to serve. 

if the word of God is our weapon and armor, we have to learn how to use it. Given time, 
every disciple is expected to be experienced and skilled in the word of God (heb. 5:12-14). 
We need to progress from nursing on the milk of the word to rightly dividing the meat of 
the word (2 tim. 2:15). 

Where does this training take place? When we read, study, and meditate upon the word of 
God, we are developing and training. however, many valuable opportunities to train our-
selves in the word of God are found in the assemblies of the church. time spent listening to 
gospel preaching, preparing for and taking part in Bible classes, preparing to teach a class 
or deliver an invitation, attending gospel meetings, home Bible studies, etc. are all valuable 
opportunities to learn the word of God. 

it takes time to train ourselves in the word of God. there are no shortcuts. We are not to 
entangle ourselves in the affairs of this world to the point we neglect our duty as a soldier 
(2 tim. 2:4). if we are too busy to train (study the word of God), then we are too busy. 

5. We Must Fight

soldiers are not enlisted, trained, and equipped to sit around and do nothing. When the 
order is given, the soldier must be ready to fight. a number of words are used to express 
the duties of an active soldier of Jesus christ. 

Fight (1 tim. 6:12). if we have enlisted in the lord’s army, then we must fight the good fight 
of faith. the Greek word that is translated fight means to engage in a conflict, to contend 
with an adversary. the lord did not provide a scabbard for our sword. it must remain drawn 
and we must be ready to use it. 
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Wrestle (eph. 6:12). While some modern warfare is fought at a distance (sending jets and 
missiles), wrestling denotes hand to hand combat. spiritual warfare is a messy struggle 
which demands our involvement. the opponent must be engaged, overpowered, pinned 
down, or run out of the ring. 

Resist (1 Pet. 5:9). We are never to surrender to the enemy. We are not to lay down our 
arms or negotiate a peace treaty. in christ we are more than conquerors (rom. 8:37). Being 
fully clothed with the armor of God, we are equipped to repel his attacks, resist his tempta-
tions, and make him flee from us (James 4:7). remember, the armor of God does not pro-
tect the soldier’s back. We must stand and fight. 

Endure Hardships (2 tim. 2:3). War is not an easy or pleasant task. a soldier of christ must 
be prepared to endure the hardships that come with spiritual warfare (resisting temptation, 
overcoming moments of doubt and fear, standing for the truth in an unbelieving world, 
contending for the faith when error threatens the lord’s church, dealing with the desertion 
of fellow soldiers, etc). 

6. Where Is The Battleground?

this is not a physical battle that is fought at a physical location. it is a spiritual battle that is 
fought in the hearts and minds of men (2 cor. 10:3-5).

it is fought in our own minds when we are tempted to sin. like the lord, we must use the 
word of God to resist every temptation (Matt. 4:1-11). We must take precautions and safe-
guard ourselves against temptation (rom. 13:14), filling our hearts with those things that 
are true, noble, and just (Phil. 4:8). 

this battle is also fought in the minds of other people. the strongholds of error must be 
pulled down by a presentation of the truth so that every thought of man can be brought 
“into captivity to the obedience of christ.” those in opposition to the truth must be humbly 
corrected so they can come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil (2 tim. 2:24-
26). 

When we are resisting temptation, teaching the truth, exposing error, warning against spiri-
tual dangers, bringing up our children in the nurture and admonition of the lord, restoring 
erring brethren, winning lost souls to christ, etc., we are fighting the “good fight of faith.” 

Conclusion

a soldier is a good portrait of the responsibilities of a disciple. Jesus is our leader, and we 
must please him with our service. While there are many blessings found in being a disciple, 
the reality is we have a powerful enemy seeking to devour our soul. We are equipped, how-
ever, to win the battle for our soul. We are to take advantage of opportunities to study, lean 
strongly upon the lord in prayer, resist the enemy and stand victorious with our lord and 
savior Jesus christ. 
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Questions

 1. Who is our commander (2 tim. 2:3-4)?  ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. how does John describe Jesus in revelation 19:11-16?  __________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Describe how Jesus is willing to help us in our spiritual battles (heb. 2:18; 4:14-16; 7:25). 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Who is our adversary?  _____________________________________________________________________

 5. What do the following verses tell us about our enemy?

 John 8:44 - ____________________________________________________________________________

 1 Peter 5:8 - ___________________________________________________________________________

 2 cor. 11:14 - _________________________________________________________________________

 eph. 6:12 - ____________________________________________________________________________

 2 tim. 2:26 - __________________________________________________________________________

 6. Describe each piece of the armor of God and its spiritual application to the life of a disciple 
(eph. 6:14-17). 

Belt  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Breastplate  ____________________________________________________________________________

shoes  __________________________________________________________________________________

shield  __________________________________________________________________________________

helmet  _________________________________________________________________________________

sword  ___________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What is expected of a disciple (heb. 5:12-14; 2 tim. 2:15)?  ________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. When do disciples undergo their training?  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What does the word “wrestle” imply about our spiritual battle (eph. 6:12)?  _______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What does Jesus use to resist the devil (Matt. 4:1-11)?  ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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11. What is promised to those who resist the devil (James 4:7)?  ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What are some hardships that must be endured by soldiers of christ?  ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Where does this spiritual battle take place (2 cor. 10:3-5; 2 tim. 2:24-26)?  _______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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the prophet Jeremiah was sent to the house of a potter to 
learn a lesson (Jer. 18:1-6). Jeremiah saw the potter working the 
clay on a wheel, correcting a vessel that had been disfigured 
and shaping it once again into a good vessel according to his 
liking. God then told Jeremiah that he was the Potter and israel 
was the clay. 

although not used by the lord, the figure of the potter and the 
clay is a good illustration of at least two demands of disciple-
ship: the need to deny self and follow the teachings of christ. 
let’s consider some lessons we need to learn at the potter’s 
house. 

God Is The Potter

as our creator, God is in control of this molding process (Jer. 
18:6). he has power over the clay. We must remember God’s 
place (rom. 9:20-21). God has a design in mind for all of his 
creation – including us. We have no right to reply in protest 
against his divine will and purpose.

What do we know about this Potter? We know that he knows 
us (Ps. 139:1-3), he cares about us (luke 12:6-7), he knows 
what is best for us (Deut. 6:24), and he has a plan for every 
vessel that he creates (Ps. 139:13-16). 

Disciples Are The Clay

We have no power over the Potter, or any right to criticize his 
plan. We must remember our place. 

in order for this illustration to work in our lives, we must make 
ourselves clay. the clay cannot be worked and formed unless it 
is soft and malleable. in order for us to be clay in God’s hand, 
we must have:

the Potter aND the claY
the Disciple’s transformation

“‘o house of israel, can i not do with you as this potter?’ says the lord. ‘look, as the clay is in 
the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, o house of israel!’” (Jer. 18:6)

...the figure of the 
potter and 
the clay is a 
good illustration 
of at least two 
demands of 
discipleship: 
the need to 
deny self 
and follow 
the teachings of 
Christ. 

Lesson 4
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Faith – we must believe that God’s way is right and trust 
that his way is best for us. 

Humility – we must accept our place under the potter’s 
authority.

Meekness – we must show a willingness to yield to God’s 
will, accepting it as what is best for us (James 1:21). 

Obedience – this illustration works for us only inasmuch 
as we are willing to participate. calvinism uses this 
illustration to teach that man is incapable of resisting 
God’s sovereign control, but this is not true. God re-
spects man’s free will. God fashions us after his will if 
we are willing to allow him to do so. 

We Are Molded By The Lord’s Teachings

in the illustration, the clay is molded by the potter’s hand. Dis-
ciples are molded by the teachings of christ. 

“and do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (rom. 12:2). this 
passage explains how this molding process works. 

1. We are not to be conformed to this world. to be conformed 
is to be fashioned like something else, to be pressed into a 
common mold. Disciples are not to be like everyone else in the 
world. 

2. We are to be transformed. the word “transformed” is trans-
lated from the Greek word metamorphous, which is the word 
from which we get our english word “metamorphosis.” this 
word indicates that we are to change into another form. this is 
not merely a spiritual change, but a change that is expressed 
outwardly in our character and conduct. the form that dis-
ciples are to change into is the form of christ (Gal. 4:19). 

3. this transformation is accomplished by a renewing of the 
mind. to renew is to renovate or to make a complete change 
for the better. the mind is not renewed instantly or miracu-
lously. it is renewed as we study and learn the teachings of 
christ (Matt. 28:19-20). the transformation of life is made as 
we apply these teachings to ourselves. “Do not lie to one an-
other, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and 
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge ac-
cording to the image of him who created him” (col. 3:9-10).  

this transformation is not done without our cooperation. We 
must allow God’s word to teach us new values and priorities, 
a new view of our role and purpose, a new way of thinking, 

We are not 
molded to be 
an ornament, 
but to be useful 
and prepared for 
every good work.
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acting, and reacting to different situations. only then will our lives be an expression of the 
good, acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

this is where the real work takes place in this illustration. Just as the clay must respond to 
the potter’s hands in order to be shaped and molded, so we must respond to the teachings 
of christ in order to be true disciples. We cannot say that we are clay in the Potter’s hands 
unless we are yielding to the teachings of christ. 

This Molding Is A Process 

the renewing of the mind and transforming of life takes time. it takes time for the clay to 
be worked, turned, and molded into a vessel. in a sense, no one is there yet. God is still 
working on all of us (Phil. 3:12-16). the clay turns on the wheel as it is being molded. it 
doesn’t seem to “get anywhere,” but it is being turned into something great. 

this illustration reminds us of our need for God. No one achieves their full potential with-
out God. Just as a lump of clay cannot become anything without the potter putting it on 
the wheel, we cannot become what God would have us be unless we submit ourselves to 
his will. 

the illustration also reminds us of God’s patience and personal interest in our lives. the 
potter that Jeremiah saw took a vessel that was marred and ruined and, instead of throw-
ing it away, he continued to work on it until it became a good vessel. God does the same 
thing for us. We may sin and fail to be what God would have us be, but as long as we seek 
forgiveness and yield to him, God can make us right again. 

let us remember that the life of a christian is a process. God is making something of us 
and no one is there yet. in the end, we are better than anything we could have ever been 
by ourselves. 

This Molding Has A Purpose 

What is the final purpose intended by this molding process? God desires that we be honor-
able and useful vessels in his service. “But in a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. there-
fore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and 
useful for the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 tim. 2:20-21). 

We are not molded to be an ornament, but to be useful and prepared for every good work. 
if we have cleansed our lives of sin, and have taken on the mind of christ, then God will 
find us ready and useful vessels. however, if we have sin in our lives, or have failed to renew 
our minds, God will find us unprepared, uncooperative, and unfit for use in his service. if 
we serve God in holiness, readiness, and obedience, then we have fulfilled the purpose for 
which we have been molded. 
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Conclusion

there is much that can be learned about discipleship at the potter’s house. as our creator, 
God is the Potter and we are the clay. in order to be molded into the image of christ, we 
must obey the teachings of christ. the renewing of the mind is a process, not a one-time 
event. God has a purpose for our lives. We must be ready to serve him. 

Questions

 1. What message does God reveal to Jeremiah at the potter’s house (Jer. 18:6)? _____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why doesn’t the clay criticize the Potter’s work (rom. 9:20-21)?  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What does God have in mind when he gives us commands to obey (Deut. 6:24)?  _______
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What form should disciples desire to take (Gal. 4:19)?  _____________________________________

 5. are we willing participants in God’s molding process?  ____________________________________

 6. Before clay can be shaped and molded, what form must take?  ___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What role does humility and meekness play in this molding process?  ______________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What is supposed to happen to our minds (rom. 12:2)?  __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. how does Paul describe this transformation/molding process (eph. 4:22-24; col. 3:9-10)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What purpose does God have in mind with this molding process (2 tim. 2:20-21; eph. 
2:10)? _______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What does the illustration of the potter and the clay say about our need for God?  ______
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What does the illustration of the potter and the clay say about God’s patience with us 
(Jer. 18:4)? __________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

13. What interest does God have in our lives and our potential (Ps. 139:13-16)?  ____________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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on the night that he was betrayed, as he made his way to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus spoke with his disciples about 
the vine and the branches (John 15:1-8). he told them that God 
was the vinedresser, he was the true vine, and he helped them 
understand that they were the branches. 

the emphasis of this allegory was not that the disciples pro-
duce fruit, but they abide in christ. “in Me” is found six times 
in this story, and in verse five Jesus said, “for without Me you 
can do nothing.” Jesus was about to be taken away from them. 
it was imperative they continue to abide in him to accomplish 
the great work he had prepared them to do. 

the story of the vine and the branches has much to teach us 
about discipleship. a disciple is more than a mere student. 
he is a follower and a supporter. he has a special relationship 
with his master. the most important relationship that disciples 
maintain is their relationship with their Master – Jesus christ. 
Disciples are related to christ in a manner comparable to the 
relationship between a vine and its branches.

the word “abide” means “to stay or remain.” it is stated in the 
present tense, which means it is a continual action. Discipleship 
is not a hit-and-miss vocation. the branch’s life depends upon 
maintaining a connection with the vine. likewise a disciple 
must maintain his connection with christ in order to stay alive 
spiritually. 

We don’t abide in christ just by becoming a christian. abiding 
is a purposeful, continual action. specifically, we abide in christ 
by following his teaching. 

“if you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as i have kept My father’s commandments 
and abide in his love” (John 15:10).

the ViNe aND the BraNches
the Disciple’s Dependence Upon christ

“i am the vine, you are the branches. he who abides in Me, and i in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5)

We don’t abide   
in Christ just 
by becoming a 
Christian. 
Abiding is a 
purposeful, 
continual action. 
Specifically, we 
abide in Christ by 
following His 
teaching. 

Lesson 5
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“…if you abide in My word, you are My disciples in-
deed” (John 8:31). 

“But whoever keeps his word, truly the love of God is 
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in him” 
(1 John 2:5). 

“Now he who keeps his commandments abides in 
him, and he in him…” (1 John 3:24). 

We do not abide in christ by wishing it to happen, or with 
good intentions, or even by failing to do evil. Disciples only 
abide in christ when they continue to follow his teaching. 

let’s consider some lessons on discipleship that we need to 
learn from the vine and the branches. 

If we abide in Christ…

1. We Will Be Like The Vine

although not stated specifically in this story, we know this 
must be true from what we know about nature. James asked if 
a fig tree can bear olives, or if a grapevine can bear figs (James 
3:12). the obvious answer is “no.” We understand that “like” 
begets “like.” 

Branches grow forth from the vine and take on the nature of 
the vine, just as disciples take on the character of their Master 
(luke 6:40). as we abide in his Word, his teachings mold our 
thoughts, form our character, and control our will. those who 
abide in christ ought to walk just as he walked (1 John 2:6). 

2. We Will Bear Fruit

Bearing fruit is also mentioned six times in this passage. as the 
vinedresser, God is inspecting the branches for fruit (v. 2). such 
emphasis makes it clear that God is looking for fruit in our 
lives. 

What is this fruit? spiritual growth and maturity (2 Pet. 1:5-8, 
Gal. 5:22-23), increased talents and opportunities (Matt. 25:14-
30), good deeds (Matt. 5:16; eph. 2:10, titus 3:14), involvement 
in the work of the gospel (Phil. 4:15-18), winning lost souls 
(rom. 1:13), and praise that is offered unto God (heb. 13:15).

Because of God’s help, there is a progression in the quality and 
quantity of the fruit that is borne. We are to “bear fruit” (v. 2), 

We do not 
abide in Christ...
◌ by wishing it to 

happen, 
◌ or with good 

intentions, 
◌ or even by 

failing to do 
evil. 

Disciples 
can only abide 
in Christ if they 
continue 
to follow His 
teaching. 
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we are pruned to “bear more fruit” (v. 2) and we are to “bear 
much fruit” (v. 8). We are not to rest upon past accomplish-
ments, or become satisfied with our current level of maturity. 
as disciples, we are expected to grow and produce more fruit. 

3. We Will Be Pruned To Bear More Fruit

When we abide in the vine and bear fruit, we are pruned (v. 2). 
Pruning is very important. an untrimmed vine develops long, 
green shoots which must be cut off. otherwise, all the energy 
and nutrients of the vine go to growing these new branches as 
opposed to growing fruit. 

this pruning had already been done to the disciples, to a cer-
tain extent, as they had heard and applied the lord’s teaching 
(v. 3). the teachings of christ cleanse our lives of hindrances 
and rebellious attitudes if we examine ourselves and make the 
proper applications. 

God will strip away everything in our lives that does not con-
tribute to producing fruit, if we allow him. God has several 
ways of “pruning” us. he cleanses us with his word (Ps. 119:9). 
he disciplines us through his providence (heb. 12:10-11). he 
allows us to suffer, knowing that such occasions give us op-
portunities to mature (James 1:2-4, rom. 5:3-4). although it is 
unpleasant, this pruning process is not a punishment. it is an 
expression of God’s interest, love, and care. he is helping us to 
be more fruitful. 

4. We Will Remain Connected to the Life-Giving 
Vine

there is a reason that disciples must continue to abide in 
christ. the branches derive their life from the vine. When they 
are removed from the vine, they will die. likewise, disciples 
draw their spiritual life and ability to produce fruit from christ. 
When we keep his commandments, we maintain this essential 
connection to christ and stay alive spiritually. 

as the branches are totally dependent upon the vine, so disci-
ples are totally dependent upon christ (John 15:4-5). a disciple 
is nothing without his master. Jesus said, “for without Me you 
can do nothing” (v. 5). abiding in christ is a life-long commit-
ment. No fruit can be produced by an “on again – off again” 
disciple. this connection to christ must be maintained. 

failure to abide in christ and produce fruit invites disaster. 
Jesus said such branches are taken away, cast out, allowed to 
wither and die, and cast into the fire and burned (vv. 2, 6). it is 

What Kind 
of Fruit 
Are We To 
Produce?

Spiritual Growth 
And Maturity 
◌ 2 Pet. 1:5-8
◌ Gal. 5:22-23

Increased 
Talents And 
Opportunities 
◌ Matt. 25:14-30

Good Deeds 
◌ Eph. 2:10
◌ Titus 3:14

Involvement In       
The Work Of The 
Gospel 
◌ Phil. 4:15-18

Winning Lost 
Souls 
◌ Rom. 1:13

Praise Unto God 
◌ Heb. 13:15
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obvious that Jesus is speaking of punishment in hell (Matt. 13:40-42; rev. 20:14-15). this 
passage affirms the possibility of apostasy. 

5. Our Prayers Will Be Answered

We are not left to ourselves to produce fruit or suffer the consequences of being removed 
from the vine. God wants us to succeed, and he is ready and willing to help us produce 
fruit. 

“ask what you desire” (John 17:7). this promise to answer prayer must be kept in the con-
text of this entire passage. Prayer is not a blanket wish-list. any request by a disciple per-
taining to the production of fruit will surely be granted. 

however, this promise is conditional: “if you abide in Me, and My words abide in you...” 
Prayer is a privilege given to the faithful child of God. if we fail to remain connected to 
christ we sever our prayer-line with God. 

6. We Will Glorify God 

God is glorified when disciples do what they are supposed to do, “bear much fruit” (v. 8). as 
the vinedresser, the fruit produced is a direct reflection upon God’s planning, efforts, and 
care. 

in a world that is blinded by the darkness of sin and filled with religious hypocrisy, God is 
truly glorified by those faithful few who stand up and stand out – proving the genuineness 
of their claim to be disciples by the fruits they produce in their lives. When people see our 
good works, they will glorify God (Matt. 5:16). a disciple can have no greater goal than to 
bring glory unto God (1 cor. 10:31), and no greater satisfaction than to know that God is 
being glorified before others. 

Conclusion 

We can learn a lot of lessons about discipleship from the vineyard. Jesus is the true vine 
and we are the branches. Discipleship is abiding in the teachings of christ. as we do so, 
we take on the nature of christ, produce fruit to God’s glory, receive pruning, maintain our 
connection to the source of spiritual life, and receive the answers to our prayers. 

Questions

 1. how many times are the words “in Me” found in John 15:1-8?  ____________________________

 2. What does the word “abide” mean?  _______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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 3. how does a disciple abide in christ? Use scriptures to support your answer.  ____________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. explain how branches are dependent upon the vine, and how this applies to a disciple’s 
relationship with christ.  ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. Who are disciples to be like (luke 6:40)?  ___________________________________________________

 6. What does God want disciples to produce?  _______________________________________________

 7. Why does God prune the fruitful branches (v. 2)?  _________________________________________

 8. how does God cleanse or prune disciples? Provide scriptures to support your answer.  __
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What happens to those disciples who fail to produce fruit (v. 2) or fail to abide in christ 
(v. 6)? ______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What condition does christ place upon prayer in John 15:7?  ____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

11. explain how God is glorified when disciples produce fruit.  _______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Match the correct scripture with the spiritual fruit that we are to produce.

___ spiritual growth and maturity  a. eph. 2:10

___ increased talents and opportunities  b. rom. 1:13

___ Good deeds  c. Phil. 4:15-16

___ Gospel efforts  d. 2 Pet. 1:5-8

___ Winning lost souls  e. heb. 13:15

___ Praising God  f. Matt. 25:14-30
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Jesus taught his disciples to address God as their father in 
heaven (luke 11:1-2). followers of christ have a special rela-
tionship with God. Jesus has made it possible for his followers 
to become God’s children. 

in this lesson we will consider some of the blessings and re-
sponsibilities of being a child of God. 

We Have A Right To Be Called A Child of God

claiming to be a child of God would be a futile statement for 
one who is outside of christ. however, those who receive Jesus 
as the son of God have the right or authority to be recognized 
as children of God (John 1:12). 

there is a way we can know for certain that we are a child of 
God. the spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God (rom. 8:16). the holy spirit tells us what we must 
do in order to be a child of God, and our spirit knows whether 
or not we have met the conditions. if we have met the condi-
tions, then we know we are a child of God. 

We Have Been Born Again And Adopted

there are two ways that a child can become a member of a 
family: either by physical birth or by adoption. the Bible speaks 
of the saved as having been born again (1 Pet. 1:23). however, 
the Bible also speaks of the saved as having been made the 
children of God by adoption (rom. 8:15-17; Gal. 4:4-7; eph. 1:5). 

adoption is a deeper and more meaningful illustration than 
being born again. to take care of a child who is born to you 
is only natural. however, to choose to accept and take care of 
a child who is not born to you is an incredible act of love and 
compassion. 

a chilD of GoD
the Disciple’s security

“But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in his name” (John 1:12)

To settle a 
dispute about 
greatness in 
the kingdom,  
Jesus once set a 
little child in 
the midst of His 
disciples and told 
them, “Assuredly, 
I say to you, 
unless you are 
converted and 
become as little 
children, you 
will by no means 
enter the 
kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 
18:3).

Lesson 6
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Being born again stresses a spiritual creation. adoption 
is an image of rescue and redemption. the Bible portrays 
those who are orphaned as being helpless and vulnerable 
(Ps. 10:14, 17-18; James 1:27). the one who is adopted is 
rescued from a state of helplessness. he has been given 
an equal place in a family, with all the blessings, privi-
leges, and responsibilities that go along with it. 

The Blessings Of Being A Child Of God

1. We Have A New Name. one who is adopted into 
a family takes on that family’s name. Disciples of christ 
have a new name: “and the disciples were first called 
christians in antioch” (acts 11:26). the Greek term that 
is translated “were called” is chrematizo, which means 
to reveal or speak by divine direction. God is the one 
who called the disciples “christians.” We wear the name 
“christian” as that name which is given to us by our fa-
ther. 

With that new name we have a new identity with the 
world. We stand in stark contrast with the children of 
the devil (1 John 3:10), shining as lights in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15).

2. We Are the Object of God’s Love and Attention. 
some people wonder if God really cares about them. the 
fact we are a child of God is evidence of his great love for 
us (1 John 3:1). this love is displayed when God sent his 
only begotten son to die for us while we were still in our 
sins (rom. 5:6-8). 

as his children, we have God’s attention and interest (1 
John 5:14-15). his eyes are open to our struggles, and his 
ears are attentive to our prayers (1 Pet. 3:12; cf. Ps. 34:17). 
John was told that God would be like a loving father who 
tenderly wipes the tears from his children’s eyes (rev. 
21:4). 

3. A Father’s Provision. fathers are commanded to pro-
vide for their families (1 tim. 5:8). God provides for his 
own (Ps. 37:25). as God’s children, we are not to worry 
about the necessities of life, but commit ourselves to his 
kingdom and trust in his care (Matt. 6:25-34). God knows 
our needs (Matt. 6:32), and will care for us as a good and 
loving father (Matt. 7:7-11). We are to simply ask, and 
God will gladly give us what is good (James 1:5, 17), in 
abundance (Phil. 4:19). 

Becoming 
Like Children -           
Matt. 18:3

Disciples of Christ need 
to learn some important 
lessons from children. 

◌ Humility. The primary 
quality that the Lord had 
in mind was humility (v. 
4). Children are a great 
example of the application 
of this quality. As a rule, 
children are not arrogant 
and boastful. Unless 
catered to, they do not 
exhibit a “my way or the 
hi-way” attitude. They 
are humble, respectful of 
authority, and willing to 
yield. We must humble 
ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, yielding 
obedience to His will. 

◌ Trust. Children are 
trusting, not because they 
are gullible, but because 
they have never been 
disappointed. God is 
faithful, and our willingness 
to trust Him should be an 
acknowledgement of His 
faithfulness. 

◌ Innocence. 
Childhood is characterized 
by purity and innocence. 
We protect our children 
from the ravages of reality 
in order to prolong this 
blissful stage of their lives. 
Children are free 

(Cont. on p. 37)
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4. A Father’s Protection. fathers protect their children, 
and the Bible shows that God protects his children. God 
is faithful to guard us from the evil one (2 thess. 3:3), to 
limit the severity of his temptations, and to provide a way 
of escape out of temptation (1 cor. 10:13). 

God never abandons us (heb. 13:5-6). We have confi-
dence in the fact that he is our constant companion and 
helper. We can overcome the world because our father 
is greater than anything in the world (1 John 4:4; 5:4). 
Nothing separates us from his love (rom. 8:31-39), nor 
snatches us out of his hand (John 10:28-29). 

5. A Father’s Guidance. fathers are to teach their chil-
dren (Deut. 6:7, eph. 6:4). God likewise gives us instruc-
tion and guidance. We are to look upon God as our shep-
herd (Psalm 23) and our guide (Matt. 6:13). a child of God 
is one who is led by the holy spirit (rom. 8:14). a disciple 
abides in the words of christ (John 8:31), and thus lives 
by the word of God (Matt. 4:4). God also gives us needed 
discipline, which is further proof we are his children (heb. 
12:5-11). 

6. An Inheritance. fathers leave an inheritance to their 
children. as children of God, we stand to inherit that 
which belongs to our father (rev. 21:7). if we are children, 
we are heirs (rom. 8:16-17). We are qualified to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints (col. 1:12), which is 
reserved in heaven for us (1 Pet. 1:3-4). 

The Responsibilities Of Being A Child Of God

adoption into the family of God brings great blessings, 
but it also brings responsibilities. 

We must live up to the precious new name that we wear 
by keeping ourselves separate from the sinful world (2 
tim. 2:19; 2 cor. 6:17-18). 

We must return God’s love for us with a wholehearted 
love for him, shown by our obedience to his commands 
(Matt. 22:36-38; 1 John 5:3). 

We must walk by faith, trusting in God to provide for our 
daily physical and spiritual needs, as well as delivering on 
his promise of an eternal reward in heaven (2 cor. 5:7; 2 
tim. 1:12). 

Becoming Like 
Children -
Matt. 18:3

(cont. from p. 36) 

from suspicion, malice, 
cynicism, and ulterior 
motives. God would 
have His children to be 
innocent of sin (1 Cor. 
14:20).

◌ Forgiveness. 
Sometimes children can 
get in terrible fights, but 
within minutes they have 
made up and go off hand 
in hand playing with each 
other. Children don’t want 
enemies. They want to 
have friends and to play. 
They, almost instinctually, 
know how to do this. 
Instead of harboring 
resentment and nursing 
grudges, they forgive and 
get back to the important 
thing – playing. God 
wants His children to 
show the same willingness 
to forgive and move on 
(Col. 3:13). 

◌ Growth. Children 
grow. Luke says that 
Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor 
with God and men (Luke 
2:52). God expects His 
children to grow in their 
knowledge of His will and 
in the exercise of their 
talents and abilities (Eph. 
5:17; Heb. 5:12-14; Matt. 
25:16-18). 
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We must follow God’s word, grow spiritually, respond positively to his discipline, and take 
the way of escape from temptation that he provides for us (2 Pet. 3:18; 1 cor. 10:13). 

We can leave our father’s house. When we do, we forfeit all rights and privileges as a son 
(luke 15:11-24, esp. v. 19), as well as our eternal soul (James 5:19-20). When we sin, we 
must repent and seek God’s forgiveness (acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9). 

Conclusion

of all the illustrations used by the lord and his apostles to describe the meaning of dis-
cipleship, perhaps none is more meaningful to us than that of being a child of God. it is not 
so much a description of our responsibilities as it is a portrait of God’s great love for us. 

God is our creator. he is deserving of our reverent fear and faithful obedience. however, 
God wants to be our loving father. he wants us accept the place that he offers us in his 
family, to wear the name of his son, to live in faith knowing that he loves us and cares for 
us, to accept his guidance and protection, and to remain faithful so that we can be with 
him in heaven for eternity. 

Questions

 1. Who gives us the right to be called children of God (John 1:12)?  _________________________ 

 2. how does the holy spirit bear witness with our spirit that we are children of God 
(rom. 8:16)?  ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. in your own words, explain the significance of God adopting you as his child.  __________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Who gives the name “christian” to the disciples (acts 11:26)?  _____________________________

 5. What are children of God to do in this world (Phil. 2:15)?  _____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. how can we know that God loves us (rom. 5:8)?  __________________________________________

 7. of what is John confident (1 John 5:14-15)?  _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. What had David never seen (Ps. 37:25)?  ___________________________________________________

 9. Why should we not worry about our daily necessities (Matt. 6:32, 7:11)?  ___________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Who helps us overcome the world (1 John 4:4, heb. 13:5-6)?  ______________________________
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11. how does God help us during times of temptation (1 cor. 10:13)? _________________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. how does God guide us (Matt. 4:4)?  _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

13. how should we respond to God’s chastening (heb. 12:5-11)?  ____________________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What do faithful children of God stand to inherit (rev. 21:7)?  ____________________________

15. how does Peter describe our inheritance (1 Pet. 1:3-4)?  _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Match the correct scripture with the corresponding responsibility of being a child of God.

___ to grow  a. Matt. 22:36-38

___ come out and be separate b. 1 cor. 10:13

___ Depart from iniquity c. 2 cor. 5:7

___ love God d. 2 cor. 6:17-18

___ obey God’s commandments e. 2 tim. 2:19

___ Walk by faith f. 2 Pet. 3:18

___ take way of escape from temptation g. 1 John 1:9

___ confess and pray for forgiveness h. 1 John 5:3
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the Bible refers to the church as the body of christ (eph. 1:22-
23). the church is a spiritual body, with christ as the head and 
every member as a part of the body. the Bible uses the word 
“church” in two ways. sometimes it uses the word in a universal 
sense, referring to all of those who are saved (Matt. 16:18). 
other times, it uses the word in a local sense referring to all of 
the saved in a given physical location. all disciples are made a 
part of the universal church the moment that they are saved 
(acts 2:47). however, the scriptures teach that individual dis-
ciples are to identify themselves as members of a local church 
(acts 9:26).  

Paul makes frequent use of the portrait of a body as a means 
of emphasizing the importance of disciples working together 
in the local church. a disciple is not the only person following 
his master. While disciples have a special relationship with their 
Master, they also have a special relationship with other disciples 
(rom. 14:7). it is important that disciples realize their place and 
their role in this body of fellow believers. 

Benefits Of Being In The Body

1. Salvation. as the church is the body of saved people (acts 
2:47), it makes sense that salvation is found in the lord’s 
church, not outside of it. Jesus is the savior of the body (eph. 
5:23). all spiritual blessings are found in christ, not outside of 
him (eph. 1:3-14). 

2. Identification With Christ. Members of the church are 
members of the body of christ (1 cor. 12:27; rom. 12:5). Just as 
a bride is identified with her husband, so the church is identi-
fied with christ. a failure to be identified with christ will result 
in our eternal damnation (Matt. 7:23; 25:12; 2 tim. 2:19). 

the wisdom of God is shown in joining disciples together 
into one body. in addition to the eternal benefits of being in 

a MeMBer of the BoDY
the Disciple’s Place

“so we, being many, are one body in christ, and individually members of one another” 
(rom. 12:5)

A disciple 
is not the only 
person following 
his master. 
While disciples 
have a special 
relationship with 
their Master, 
they also have a 
special 
relationship 
with other 
disciples 
(Rom. 14:7).

Lesson 7
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the body of christ, there are also some immediate benefits to being a member of a local 
church. 

3. Support and Edification. God has seen fit for disciples to assemble together on a regu-
lar basis as a means of exhorting one another and stirring up love and good works (heb. 
10:24-25). When they are together, weak members receive strength (Gal. 6:1) and comfort 
(2 cor. 1:3-5) from stronger members. 

4. Prayers. Members of a local church assemble together and pray for one another (acts 
12:5). Prayers can be offered for those who are sick or struggling with physical or spiritual 
problems (James 5:14-16). 

5. Strength in Numbers. it is God’s will for disciples to draw strength from one another. 
this can only happen if disciples spend time together and build relationships with one an-
other. the members of the church in Jerusalem are said to be “of one heart and one soul” 
(acts 4:32). While a band of faithful disciples draw needed strength from one another (eccl. 
4:9-12), the disciple who chooses to be a loner makes himself vulnerable to the roaring lion 
who is seeking to devour his soul (1 Peter 5:8). 

Responsibilities Of Being In The Body

as with everything else, where there are privileges there are also responsibilities. one who 
is a member of the body of christ must…

1. Respect God’s Plan and Purpose. Just as God designed and created the human body, 
he also designed and created the church (1 cor. 12:18, 24). the church functions correctly 
when it functions the way God designed it to operate. We must respect the fact we are not 
authorized to make any changes to the lord’s church. 

By equipping individual members with various talents and abilities, God composes every 
local church (rom. 12:3-8). We respect God’s pattern for the church and our role within the 
church by making use of our talents in accordance to God’s will. 

2. Respect the Authority of Christ. christ is the head of the church, which gives him all 
authority (eph. 1:22-23; col. 1:18). as the head directs the body, so christ directs his church. 
as members of the body, we must hold fast to christ as the head (col. 2:19). We must 
continue to follow his teachings. We can only abide in the body of christ as long as we are 
willing to hold fast to the head of that body. 

3. Respect the Other Members. this respect is shown in different ways. 

◌ recognize the fact that we are members of one another (rom. 12:5). Disciples are 
bound together in christ.

◌ have care for one another (1 cor. 12:25-26). the members of the human body have 
care for one another. When one part of the body hurts, the entire body is affected and 
comes to its aid. 

◌ Keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (eph. 4:1-6; col. 3:12-15). We are not 
to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think (rom. 12:3). We are to treat 
one another with humility, gentleness, patience, compassion, and kindness. We are to 
be quick to forgive one another, putting on love “which is the bond of perfection.” 
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◌ We are to do our share (eph. 4:16). there is work 
to be done in the body of christ. Members are not 
spectators; they are workers (eph. 2:10). every part 
has a role to play. every christian is to use his God-
given abilities. 

Diversity, Yet Equality

the scriptures admit there is diversity in the body of 
christ, but they also show how God is able to use this 
diversity to our benefit. the equality of the members is 
shown in different ways. 

1. Diversity in Backgrounds, but Equal Access to 
God. 

in christ there is no distinction between Jew and Gen-
tile. things like race, socioeconomic status, and gender 
do not make a difference in the body of christ (eph. 
2:14-18; 1 cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:26-28). We all come from 
different backgrounds, but through christ we all have 
equal access by one spirit to the father. 

We are all equal members under one common head. 
the clergy/laity distinction is not taught in the New tes-
tament. We are all priests serving equally under christ 
as our high Priest (1 Peter 2:5, 9). there are no “second 
class” citizens in the kingdom of God. the “second gen-
eration” christian has no higher spiritual standing than 
one converted from the world. the babe in christ is no 
less a member of the body than the long-time disciple. 
there is no probation period for the restored brother. 
some christians may be more mature or knowledgeable 
than others, but every member stands equally before 
God (rom. 14:1-4). 

2. Diversity in Functions, but Equally Important.

the corinthians overemphasized spiritual gifts (espe-
cially speaking in tongues) to the point that those who 
did not have the gifts were made to feel unimportant. 
this was contributing to the division in the church in 
corinth. 

Paul used the composition of the human body as a 
means of showing the foolishness of such an idea (1 
cor. 12:15-27). first, Paul addressed those who did not 
have the gifts (vv. 15-17). Just because one is not the 
most prominent member of the body does not mean 
that he is not a member of the body. there is no room 

The 
Responsibilities 
Of Church
Membership

When one is saved 
he is added by the 
Lord to the church 
(Acts 2:47), but every 
disciple should desire 
to make himself an 
active member of 
a local church (Acts 
9:26). Membership 
in a local church has 
great benefits, but 
it also carries certain 
responsibilities:

◌ Faithful attendance             
(Heb. 10:24-25)

◌ Submit to the 
leadership                        
(Heb. 13:17)

◌ Receive instruction so 
that one may grow 
and mature spiritually            
(Eph. 4:11-15)

◌ Contribute to 
the moral purity 
of the church                                
(1 Thess. 5:21-22)

◌ Contribute to the 
peace and unity 
of the church                             
(Eph. 4:1-6)

◌ Contribute one’s 
money, time, and 
talents to the work 
of the church                  
(1 Cor. 16:2)
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for jealousy among disciples. each of us is unique, and the talents we possess have been 
given to us by God for a purpose. 

then Paul addressed those who had the gifts and looked down upon those who did not 
(vv. 21-24). every member needs every other member in order to function as a body. the 
reality is that the less honorable, less noticeable members turn out to be some of the most 
important members. We may play different roles in the local church with our different tal-
ents and levels of maturity, but each member is equally important. We cannot function as a 
body without all of the members. 

3. Diversity in Talents, but Unity of Purpose. 

God has dispersed different talents and abilities among the members of the local church 
for the benefit of the whole (eph. 4:11-16). the church is to work together, making use of 
every member’s talent, for the equipping of the saints, the work of ministry, and the edify-
ing of the body. through these efforts, the entire church is to grow to a level of maturity, to 
the measure and stature of the fullness of christ. 

this necessary growth is only possible when the whole body participates. When every joint 
supplies the love that joins every part together (col. 3:14), and when every part does its 
share in working effectively, the body grows and edifies itself in love. We all benefit when 
we all work together in this common goal. 

Conclusion

the disciple’s place is as an active member in the lord’s church. he can not receive the 
edification and support that he needs unless he makes himself a part of a local church. this 
requires more than just “getting our name on the church roll.” We must involve ourselves in 
the work of the church and in the lives of the members. 

God has designed the local church just as he has designed the human body – every part 
has its place and function. only when each part is joined to the rest of the members can 
they contribute to and benefit from the body. 

Questions

 1. Describe the difference between the “universal” church and the “local” church.  ______________ 
     _____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. how does one become a member of the universal church (acts 2:47)?  _____________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What are some benefits of being a member of a local church?
heb. 10:24-25  ________________________________________________________________________
James 5:14-16  _______________________________________________________________________
eccl. 4:9-12  ___________________________________________________________________________
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 4. Describe the spiritual danger of one who purposely distances himself from other disciples 
(1 Pet. 5:8-9).  ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What role does God played in the creation of the local church (1 cor. 12:18, 24)?  _____________
     _______________________________________________________________________________________________
 6. how does Paul describe the closeness of the relationship that should exist between mem-

bers of the local church (1 cor. 12:25-26)?  _________________________________________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. list some things that disciples are to show toward one another as they endeavor to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (eph. 4:2; col. 3:12-15).  _______________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

True or False
_____   1.  some members of the church, by virtue of their race, gender or social  

status, enjoy a greater access to God than the other members.
_____   2.  christ only has one spiritual body of believers. 
_____   3.  Paul teaches that Peter was the head of the church. 
_____   4.  Preachers, elders, and teachers are more important than other members.
_____   5.  love is the bond of perfection. 
_____   6.  the Bible acknowledges that there is a diversity of talents and abilities 

within every local church. 
_____   7.  the local church should not experience any growth. 
_____   8.  a disciple can best please christ by staying separate from other disciples. 
_____   9.  every member is responsible for maintaining the moral purity of the local 

church. 
_____  10. the church can function at its best with only some of its members doing 

their share. 

Thought Question 

some christians have the idea that they can be members at large or can float around from 
one congregation to another. What does the Bible teach about one’s need to be identified 
as a member of a local church?
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cain is the first person ever born and is remembered for com-
mitting the first murder. God confronted cain by asking him, 
“Where is abel your brother?” cain compounded his sin by 
lying when he replied “i do not know.” then, in a futile effort to 
absolve himself of any responsibility that he had with regard to 
his brother, he asked, “am i my brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9).

cain’s reply was a protest against God’s right to hold him ac-
countable for his brother. echoing the sentiments of our self-
centered world, cain suggested that he was not responsible for 
what happened to anyone else. this was not true for cain, nor 
has it ever been true for anyone. God’s word makes it clear that 
we are our brother’s keeper in many ways. 

Who is my brother? in one sense, everyone is my brother. 
however, in the context of this study of discipleship, this lesson 
will focus upon the responsibilities that we have towards other 
disciples – our brothers and sisters in christ. We are members 
together in the body of christ. as such, we have responsibilities 
towards one another. let us consider some obligations that we 
have toward our brethren.

1. Love 

there are many different books, seminars, and programs offer-
ing to help people get out of debt. some debts can and should 
be paid off, but the obligation to love our brother is a perpetual 
debt (rom. 13:8-10). love ensures that we will fulfill God’s will 
towards one another (Matt. 22:36-40). love fills our hearts and 
lives with the right characteristics, motives, and actions (1 cor. 
13:4-7). We should never act as if we have loved our brother 
enough.

everything we owe our brother can be summed up in the word 
“love.” however, the Bible teaches that this love for our brother 
is shown in some specific ways. as you proceed through the 

“MY Brother’s KeePer”
the Disciple’s support

“and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: 

and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (heb. 10:24-25, KJV)

We are                
members            
together in 
the body 
of Christ. As 
such, we have 
responsibilities 
towards one         
another. 

Lesson 8
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rest of this lesson, give serious consideration to the way love is expressed through the 
other points that are made. 

2. Consideration 

“and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (heb. 10:24-25, KJV). 

the Greek word that is translated “consider” means to observe fully, to fix one’s eyes or 
mind upon. there is a temptation for us to become so focused upon ourselves that we lose 
sight of the needs of others. Most of us live very busy lives. We have responsibilities to-
wards our families and jobs. however, the Bible tells us that we are to observe our brethren 
and take notice of the things that they are going through. 

We are to think about the needs of others (Phil. 2:4). We need to be mindful of those who 
are sick and shut-in. We need to show genuine concern for those who are facing challenges 
in their lives. one of the most basic things that i owe my brethren is consideration.

3. Provocation 

the Greek word translated “provoke” in hebrews 10:24 means to incite or to stimulate. the 
word can be applied to things that are good and bad. in the context of this passage, it is 
obvious that we are to provoke or stimulate brethren on to good things. 

in sports, teammates often cheer one another on during a game. these cheers are in-
tended to encourage them to do their best. there are times when brethren need to cheer 
on one another. We are to provoke one another unto love and good works. We are to 
stimulate one another by our consideration and sincere interest, by our good example, and 
by our good deeds. 

4. Exhortation 

the hebrew writer goes on to tell us to exhort one another (v. 24). the word “exhort” is 
translated from a Greek word that literally means to call to one’s side. this word calls for a 
greater involvement on our part than the words “consider” and “provoke.” instead of ob-
serving or cheering one on, we are to go to their side and put an arm around their shoul-
der, doing what we can to prop them up and keep them on track. 

exhortation may be expressed in a variety of different ways, depending upon the needs of 
a given situation (1 thess. 5:14). We exhort when we warn the unruly (1 cor. 4:14), when 
we console and comfort the fainthearted (1 thess. 5:11; rom. 12:15), when we support the 
weak (heb. 12:12), when we relieve a burden (Gal. 6:2), when we encourage (rom. 12:8; acts 
4:36), and when we teach (tit. 1:9). 
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5. Restoration

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in 
a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). to restore 
means to thoroughly mend or repair. there are times when we find brethren who are so 
broken and beaten down that they are in a spiritual state of emergency. Just going to them 
will not do; they have to be restored. 

sometimes brethren fall into sin and depart from the lord. We are to go to them and try 
to turn them back (James 5:19-20). if we don’t, who will? the easy thing to do is to just let 
them go. however, we are our brother’s keeper, which means we are responsible for one 
another. the lord taught that we have an obligation to leave the ninety-nine and to go 
after the one who is lost (Matt. 18:12-14). it is well worth the effort of going after the one 
who is lost. When one is falling away, he is dying spiritually. None of us would stand by and 
watch someone die physically. love demands that we try to stop the spiritual death of a 
brother in christ. 

6. Good Works 

sincerity and good intentions are commendable, but they do not meet urgent needs (tit. 
3:14). love is an action. the needs of our brethren are not satisfied by feelings, but by ac-
tions (1 John 3:17-18). Pure and undefiled religion is not identified by claims and confes-
sions, but by charitable actions shown towards those who are truly in need (James 1:27). 

the lord is described as one who went about doing good (acts 10:38). the early church is 
characterized by good deeds (acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37). We are told that as we have oppor-
tunity, we are to be ready and willing to do good to all people. however, the needs of our 
brethren should especially get our attention and our response (Gal. 6:10). 

7. A Good Example 

all of us are examples to others. the apostles are examples (2 thess. 3:9). evangelists and 
elders are to be positive examples (1 tim. 4:12; 1 Pet. 5:3). Paul said that all faithful chris-
tians are examples and patterns to be followed (Phil. 3:17). 

the power of our influence and example cannot be denied or disowned. God holds us 
responsible for the way we influence our brethren (Matt. 18:6-7). strong christians are to 
be mindful of the fact they are being watched and have an influence upon their brethren (1 
cor. 8:7-13). Being their brother’s keeper, they are to be conscious of how their actions will 
be interpreted by weaker christians. Paul stated that he was willing to go so far as to deny 
himself of a liberty for the sake of his brethren. 

8. Patience 

Patience or longsuffering is a part of the fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). as such, it is 
expected in the lives of christians. there are times when patience must be shown toward 
brethren. 
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We may all be members in one body, but we are never at the same level of maturity. those 
who are strong and mature in the faith are to patient with those who are weak (rom. 
15:1-3). it takes time for a baby to grow and develop, and it takes time for christians to 
grow and mature. sometimes new christians say and do the wrong things. they need their 
brethren’s patience as they go through the process of learning the will of christ and chang-
ing life-long habits. 

also, we are to be patient with one another when it comes to our own opinions and pecu-
liarities. We must abide in the doctrine of christ. however, God has left some of our deci-
sions up to our own judgment. We are all different, having different likes and dislikes. We 
come from different backgrounds, have our own ways of thinking about things, and our 
own reasons for making certain decisions. such differences can become a source of con-
tention, but that should never be the case for brethren. We are to bear with one another in 
love (eph. 4:2). that phrase literally means “to put up with one another.” in matters of judg-
ment we each have the right to our own judgment, but no disciple has the right to destroy 
the body of christ for the sake of his judgment. 

9. The Benefit Of The Doubt 

We are told that love “… believes all things, hopes all things” (1 cor. 13:7). this does not 
mean that love is gullible. it means that love compels us to give our brethren the benefit of 
the doubt.

Gossip has the power to destroy one’s character and reputation. sometimes we hear accu-
sations being made against brethren. other times we see or hear things ourselves. We may 
be tempted to interpret such situations in the worst possible light, but love will not allow 
us to do so. We must remember that any story or rumor can sound incriminating until we 
go to the individual and hear all of the facts (Prov. 18:17). Unless i have the evidence that 
proves otherwise, i owe my brother the benefit of the doubt. isn’t this what i would want 
from him (Matt. 7:12)?

10. Forgiveness 

the lord places a strong imperative upon his disciples to forgive one another (Matt. 18:21-
35). if we have been forgiven by God, we are obligated to forgive our brethren. When a 
brother sins against us, we are to go to him about the matter. if he repents, we are to for-
give him (luke 17:3-4; Matt. 18:15-17). When an erring brother returns to the lord, we are 
to forgive him (2 cor. 2:6-9). We are to be quick and ready to forgive one another, knowing 
that we stand in need of God’s forgiveness ourselves (col 3:13). 

Conclusion

Disciples draw strength from their savior, just as the branch draws strength from the vine, 
the athlete draws strength from his training, and the soldier draws strength from his armor. 
however, our strength also comes from another important source. God has seen fit to join 
disciples together into one body for a reason. We are connected to christ, but we are also 
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connected to one another. We are to strengthen and support one another as we serve 
christ together. We need one another; thus, we are our brother’s keeper. 

Questions

 1. Why should we “owe” our brethren our love? consider romans 13:8-10 and                                
1 John 4:10-11 in your answer.  __________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Why is it hard for some to consider others?  _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What do romans 12:10 and Philippians 2:4 teach about our attitude towards others?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. how can we provoke or stimulate our brethren on to love and good works?  _________________  
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. the word “exhort” is translated from the Greek word parakaleo. What does this word 
literally mean?  _____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Describe some ways that we can exhort our brethren.  ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Who is responsible for restoring erring brethren (Gal. 6:1)?  ______________________________ 

 8. What does Jesus teach about the worth of our brother’s soul (Matt. 18:12-14)?  ________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. how is love to be shown (1 John 3:17-18)?  ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. as they have opportunity, christians should be especially willing to do good to those 
who are of the ________________________________ (Gal. 6:10). 

11. Why do we need examples (Phil. 3:17; 2 thess. 3:9; 1 tim. 4:12)?  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What should mature christians keep in mind regarding their weaker brethren                    
(1 cor. 8:7-13)? _______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. identify some times when patience must be shown among brethren.  ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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14. how does patience help the body of christ to remain strong?  ____________________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Why must we be willing to forgive our brother when he repents (Matt. 18:35)?  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What are we to do when an erring brother comes back to the lord (2 cor. 2:6-9)?  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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children are often asked what they want to be when they grow 
up. We have a reason for asking this question. as parents, we 
want the best for our children. We want them to get the best 
education they can get and have opportunities to make the 
most of their lives. however, we are somewhat powerless to 
help our children until they first decide what they want to do. 

What if God asked us as his children, “What do you want to be 
when you grow up (spiritually)?” how would we answer that 
question? What would God want us to be? Perhaps an elder or 
elder’s wife? a gospel preacher? a song leader or Bible class 
teacher? While our minds may naturally go to such important 
roles within the local church, Jesus taught that the greatest 
thing we can hope to be is a servant to our brethren. 

A Unique Role For A Servant

a servant’s primary obligation is to his master. a good servant 
respects the authority of his master and seeks to be faithful, 
obedient, and useful to his master. 

Disciples of christ are servants of christ, submitting to his au-
thority and obeying his will (luke 6:46). however, Jesus taught 
that a disciple’s role as a servant is more inclusive than that of 
any other type of servant. Not only are we to serve christ (our 
Master), but we are to also serve one another (our fellow ser-
vants). 

in Matthew 20:20-23, the mother of James and John came 
before Jesus seeking places of prominence in his kingdom for 
her sons. after telling them that such was not his to give, the 
lord then had to deal with the negative effect their request 
had upon the rest of the disciples (v. 24). these men were often 
arguing about which one of them would be the greatest in the 
kingdom, and they resented James and John for taking this ac-
tion. 

a serVaNt
the Disciple’s Greatness

“…whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. and whoever de-
sires to be first among you, let him be your slave” (Matt. 20:26-27)

... our Master 
was a servant. 
The greatest 
thing that we 
can ever hope 
to become is a 
servant like 
Jesus, and 
the way that we 
serve Jesus is by 
serving one 
another. 

Lesson 9
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Jesus took advantage of this opportunity to teach about true greatness in his kingdom. 
he said that in the kingdoms of men, greatness is shown by the ability to exercise author-
ity over others (v. 25), but in his kingdom, things would be different. Greatness would be 
demonstrated by a willingness to take on the role of a slave and serve other disciples (vv. 
26-28). 

Why a Disciple Should Be A Servant

Being a servant is going to challenge the way most people think. Many of us battle our 
pride, which seeks to elevate self over others. also, we are conditioned by our world to be 
self-centered and self-serving. the lord’s call to servitude contradicts everything the world 
says we should be. so why should we consider taking on the role of a servant? 

1. Greatness in the Kingdom (Matt. 20:26-27). the lord says the servant has the high-
est ranking position in his kingdom. this is not because the servant is striving to achieve 
greatness, but because he is putting others before himself. the world may not think much 
of servants, but the lord says that no one is greater than the one who serves another. 

2. Following Christ’s Example (Matt. 20:28). Jesus did not come to this world to be served. 
as creator, he has every right to exert his authority over this world and to expect those in 
the world to serve him. instead of demanding these rights, Jesus came to this world as a 
servant and gave himself for others.

on the night he was betrayed, in the confines of the upper room, Jesus got up from the 
table, laid aside his garments, girded himself with a towel and went around the room 
washing the feet of his disciples (John 13:3-17). this was a task that was customarily per-
formed by the lowest-ranking house servant. after he washed their feet, Jesus told them 
that he had given them an example that they should do to one another as he had done 
to them (v. 15). Jesus was not instituting foot washing as a church ordinance. he was re-
sponding to their quest for greatness by showing them how to humble themselves in their 
service to one another.1

a disciple strives to be like his master (luke 6:40). We are like christ when we are giving 
ourselves in service to others. 

How To Be a Good Servant

it is not enough to just be a servant. in serving christ, we want to do our very best. What 
does it take to be a good servant?

1. Attitude. We must begin by looking at our own heart. We cannot do the good work 
of serving others until we have the right attitude in our heart (Matt. 12:35). i am to serve 
out of love – a love for God and for my fellowman (Matt. 22:36-39). i am to serve with an 
attitude of meekness, showing kindness and gentleness towards others. i must serve 

1  the gospel of luke indicates that, after Jesus instituted the lord’s supper, the disciples 
were once again disputing among themselves as to which one of them would be the 
greatest (luke 22:24). Perhaps this is what prompted the lord to rise from the table and 
give them this incredible and lasting example of humility and servitude.
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with humility. the people of the world may arrogantly exert 
their authority over others, but Jesus wants his disciples to 
act differently than the people of the world. We are to lower 
ourselves to the point that we can serve at our brother’s feet, 
looking upon them as objects of our service, not as opportuni-
ties to be served. 

2. Awareness. a servant’s life requires alertness and diligence 
on our part. 

We must be aware of our own talents (rom. 12:6-8). as we 
have seen in a previous lesson, we are all different. We have 
unique talents, abilities, and opportunities. We need to know 
where our talents lie, and make the best use of our opportuni-
ties to serve others. 

We must be aware of our task. Good servants do not need to 
be reminded that there is a job to be done. they know what 
their task is and are ready to serve (titus 2:14; 3:8, 14). 

We must also be aware of the needs of others. Jesus saw and 
responded to the needs of others. We must follow his example. 
a servant does not think of himself. We must see the needs of 
others and consider them to be important (Phil. 2:3-4). 

3. Action. the word “serve” is a verb. Good intentions and kind 
words do not make us servants (James 2:15-16; 1 John 3:18). 
serving makes us a servant. as we have opportunity, we are 
to do good to all, especially to our brethren (Gal. 6:10). exactly 
how can we serve our brethren? 

there are times when we need to meet their physical needs. 
Jesus said that we serve him when we feed, house, clothe, and 
visit brethren who are in need (Matt. 25:35-40). Pure and unde-
filed religion involves our helping those who need help (James 
1:27). We are to share the things that we have with those who 
are in need (eph. 4:28). 

there are times when we need to meet their emotional needs. 
We need to weep with those who weep (rom. 12:15). We need 
to bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2). We need to comfort 
the fainthearted and uphold the weak hands that hang down (1 
thess. 5:14; heb. 12:12). 

there are times when we need to meet their spiritual needs. 
Babes in christ need to be established in the faith (1 Pet. 2:2), 
those who are struggling need to be exhorted (heb. 3:12-13), 
those who are unruly need to be warned (1 thess. 5:14), those 
who are backsliding need to be restored (Gal. 6:1), and those 
who are unfaithful need to be rescued (James 5:19-20). 

In the kingdom, 
greatness 
is not found 
in those who 
demand the most 
from others, but 
in those who 
give the most 
of themselves. 
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4. Availability. serving others requires our time. Unfortunately, in our modern world, time 
seems to be the one thing that we are unable to give to others. however, the reality is that 
we make the time to do the things we want to do. Jesus understood the importance of tak-
ing the time to serve others. he said, “i must work the works of him who sent Me while it is 
day; the night is coming when no one can work” (John 9:4).

serving others requires our personal involvement. Jesus was found among the people: in 
their streets, in their homes, in their synagogues and marketplaces. he responded to pleas 
for help, and took people aside to aid and comfort them. We must respond personally to 
the needs of our brethren if we are going to claim to be their servant. 

serving others requires a sacrifice. Unlike the priest and the levite, the samaritan made 
himself available to a man who was in need (luke 10:30-37). he sacrificed his safety, his 
time, his property, the comfort of riding on his animal, and his money to meet this man’s 
needs. there may be times when we will have to make similar sacrifices to meet the needs 
of others. 

Conclusion

Jesus christ is the greatest man the world has ever known. he was not a political leader or 
military commander. he was not the ceo of a fortune 500 company. he was not a cham-
pion athlete, trend-setting celebrity, adored performer, successful lawyer, or life-saving 
doctor. he was not one of the many things to which this shallow world attributes greatness. 
he was a humble servant, yet in serving others he gained the name which is above every 
other name (Phil. 2:5-11). 

Jesus calls those who would be his disciples to follow him. a disciple is like his master 
(Matt. 10:25; cf. luke 6:40), and our Master was a servant. the greatest thing we can ever 
hope to become is a servant like Jesus, and the way that we serve Jesus is by serving one 
another. 

Questions

 1. What role does Jesus take when he came into this world (Matt. 20:28; Phil. 2:7)?   _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. contrast the standard of greatness in the world with the standard of greatness in the lord’s 
kingdom (Matt. 20:26-27).  __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. What is the primary obligation of a servant?  _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. how does Jesus expand the role of his servants? Who are they to serve?  __________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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 5. Why is it difficult for some people to take on the role of a servant?  ________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What does Jesus say about the individual who does his good deeds in order to be seen by 
men (Matt. 6:1-4)?  _________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What powerful illustration does Jesus use to set an example of humility and service 
before his disciples (John 13:3-17)?  ________________________________________________________

 8. When are we most like christ?  _______________________________________________________________

 9. What kinds of attitudes does an effective servant need to possess?  ______________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What is to characterize the people that Jesus has redeemed and purified (titus 2:14)?  __
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What kind of attitude should we have towards the needs of others (Phil. 2:3-4)?  ________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Why must a disciple’s service with include more than just words and good intentions 
(James 2:15-16)?  _____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

13. how does Jesus say that disciples serve him (Matt. 25:35-40)?  _______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Why is it important that we meet the emotional needs of our brethren? _________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

15. how are we to meet the various spiritual needs of our brethren? Provide scriptures to 
support your answers. _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

16. list some sacrifices the Good samaritan made in to help the man who was in need (luke 
10:30-37).  ___________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Why is Jesus given the name which is above every name (Phil. 2:5-11)?  _________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Becoming a disciple of christ is very exciting. We have a new 
life with a new Master who loves us and teaches us how to 
live. We have a new spiritual family who will help us to grow. 
all of these new things are great blessings, but many disciples 
struggle with the question of how to properly handle the “old 
things” in their life. 

Disciples have chosen to leave this world and its sin behind in 
order to follow christ. however, we are still in this world. as a 
follower of christ, what kind of relationship are we to have with 
this world? how would the lord have us view our place in this 
world? 

What Are Strangers And Pilgrims?

the New testament refers to followers of christ as strangers 
and pilgrims. We have our own idea of what these words mean. 
to us, a “stranger” is someone we don’t know, and a “pilgrim” is 
someone who came to this country on the Mayflower. however, 
if we are going to understand what the lord would have us to 
be, then we need to understand what the holy spirit means 
when he uses these words. 

the word “stranger” is translated from the Greek word xenos 
which literally means “a foreigner.” thus, a stranger is one who 
is out of his own country, someone who is in a foreign land. 
the word “pilgrim” is translated from the Greek word parep-
idemos. this word refers to a resident foreigner, one who lives 
among a people who are not his own. this person does not 
have the rights of a citizen, nor is he seeking a permanent resi-
dence. he is sojourning in a place for a time.

these words certainly applied to abraham and sarah. they 
left their home and family in Mesopotamia and traveled to a 
land that God would show them. they dwelt there among the 
people of that land in tents as those who were not residents. 

straNGers aND PilGriMs
the Disciple’s Walk of faith

“these all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off 
were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 

on the earth” (heb. 11:13)

Disciples must 
walk by faith, 
not by sight (2 
Cor. 5:7). We may 
live in a physical 
world, but we 
operate by 
spiritual realities, 
standards, and 
promises.

Lesson 10
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although he had lived in that place for over sixty years, abra-
ham considered himself “a foreigner and a visitor” at the time 
of sarah’s death (Gen. 23:4). he realized that he was not one of 
them, and he never tried to become one of them. 

the Bible calls us as disciples to have this same attitude to-
wards our relationship with this world. We are out of our own 
country in this world. We are not citizens; we are not seeking 
a permanent place to call our own, nor are we looking to fit 
in with those around us. We are passing through, seeking a 
homeland after this life is over. 

What Makes Us Strangers And Pilgrims?

What makes disciples of christ foreigners in this world we have 
known since birth?

1. Disciples Have Been Called out of This World and Made 
Citizens of a Heavenly Kingdom (col. 1:13). our citizenship 
is now in heaven (Phil. 3:20), not in this world. When we chose 
to follow christ we made a choice to come out from the world. 
We are now identified with and loyal to a spiritual kingdom. 
People around us call this world their home, but it is not our 
permanent abode. We realize that we are here for a while, 
seeking a homeland and looking to a city that has been pre-
pared for us. 

2. Disciples are Following One Whom the World Has Re-
jected. Jesus said the world would hate his followers because 
it hates him (John 15:18-21). the whole world lies under the 
influence of satan (1 John 5:19). When we identify ourselves 
with christ, the world around us suddenly becomes “enemy 
territory,” and we become outcasts. We should not be sur-
prised when the world treats us the same way it treated our 
Master. the world does not know us because it does not know 
God (1 John 3:1). We are strangers in this world because we 
are strangers to the world. 

3. Disciples No Longer Think Like the People of the World. 
in a previous lesson, we discussed how the lord is the Pot-
ter and disciples are the clay. the lord fashions and molds us 
through his teaching: “and do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God” (rom. 12:2). Becoming a disciple of christ changes 
the way we think. No longer conforming to the way the world 
wants us to think, our minds are transformed or changed to 
thinking the way christ wants us to think. since we no longer 

We are          
strangers                          
in this world 
because we 
are strangers             
to the world. 
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use worldly wisdom, philosophies, priorities, values, and goals, we no longer fit in with the 
people of the world. We are like strangers in a strange land. 

What Does It Take To Live Like Strangers And Pilgrims?

Faith. Disciples must walk by faith, not by sight (2 cor. 5:7). We live in a physical world, 
but we operate by spiritual realities, standards, and promises. to have a relationship with 
God, we must believe that he exists and that he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him (heb. 11:6). abraham and sarah walked by faith as they lived as strangers in a foreign 
country (heb. 11:13-18). consider the different ways their faith was shown. 

1. Trusting in God’s Promises. abraham and sarah did not receive all of the promises in 
their lifetime, but they saw them afar off, were assured of them, and embraced them. they 
trusted that God would keep his word (rom. 4:20-21; 2 tim. 1:12). 

there is an aspect of uncertainty in living as a pilgrim. We have no stake in this world, no 
rights, no place, etc. our faith must be shown by trusting in God to take care of us, to see 
us through this life, and to reward us in the end. 

2. Obeying God’s Instructions. By faith abraham obeyed God (heb. 11:8). if abraham had 
not obeyed, we would not know anything about his faith. Walking by faith does not mean 
that we just believe in God. Walking is an action. Walking by faith means we trust God 
enough to do what he says. saving faith is a faith that moves us to be obedient unto God. 
faith is made known by its works (James 2:18-26). 

3. Coming out from the World. We may be in the world, but we are not to be of the 
world. our faith is shown in the way we conduct ourselves during the time of our sojourn 
here in this world (1 Pet. 1:15-17). We are to be holy as God is holy. 

as sojourners and pilgrims, we are to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage a war against 
our souls, pulling us away from christ and causing us to forfeit our home in heaven (1 Pet. 
2:11). We are not to love the world, or the things in the world (1 John 2:15-17). if we fall in 
love with this world, and become attached to this world, we will perish with this world. a 
desire to be friends with the world will make us enemies with God (James 4:4). 

We are not to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, knowing such associations 
pose a threat to our faithfulness unto God (2 cor. 6:14-18; 1 cor. 15:33). instead, we are to 
come out and be separate from the sinful thoughts and actions of the world around us. 
only then will God claim us as his children. 

We know we are to come out from the world, yet how many disciples of christ act as if they 
are at home in this world? When one gives more time, energy, and attention to laying up 
treasures on earth than to exercising himself in godliness, he shows where his heart truly 
lies (Matt. 6:19-21; 1 tim. 4:7-8). a love for the world is seen in the way some disciples 
choose to act and dress (Prov. 4:23; luke 6:45). choices in the area of entertainment and 
recreation can portray one’s true love for the world. When one takes his family away from 
worship assemblies for things like tournaments, competitions, reunions, hunting trips, vaca-
tions, etc., he demonstrates that he has a greater attachment to the world than to Jesus 
christ and his kingdom. 
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4. Delaying Gratification. abraham and sarah never received the fulfillment of all of God’s 
promises during their lifetimes. they saw them through faith, and longed for them, but 
never enjoyed them in this world. the same is true for us. While there are some temporal 
blessings in christ, we know that the best is yet to come (heb. 4:1, 11; 1 Pet. 1:4). We are 
not to be like esau who sold his birthright in order to fulfill an immediate desire (heb. 
12:15-17). he regretted his choice when it came time to receive his inheritance, and so will 
we. 

5. Commitment (Seeing It Through to the End). “these all died in faith” (heb. 11:13). 
this means that they walked by faith until the very end. they could have given up on the 
lord and gone back home (v. 15), but they did not. We can give up on the lord. some 
have (Demas – 2 tim. 4:10), and others still do. however, when we do, we forfeit our home 
in heaven. God has prepared a city for those who seek a homeland, who look toward the 
heavenly country and embrace it until the end (heb. 10:34-36; rev. 2:10). 

Conclusion 

Jesus was a stranger and a pilgrim here in this world. it may have been his creation, but it 
was not his home. he was not seeking an abode while he was here (luke 9:58), nor was 
he seeking to establish an earthly kingdom (John 18:36). he walked by heaven’s decree 
and looked to return to its glory. Jesus calls us out of this world to follow him to that same 
heavenly country for which abraham, isaac, and Jacob longed. heaven can be our home if 
we will live as strangers and pilgrims in this world. 

Questions

 1. What does the word “stranger” mean?  ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What does the word “pilgrim” mean?  _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. how does abraham view his relationship with the citizens of canaan (Gen. 23:4)?  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. how does our becoming a disciple of christ change our citizenship (col. 1:13; Phil. 3:20)?
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What kind of treatment does Jesus say his disciples could expect from the world? Why? 
(John 15:18-21)  ____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Why should a disciple consider the world to be “enemy territory” (1 John 5:19)?  _________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why does Peter say that the world will think we are strange (1 Pet. 4:1-4)?  _______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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 8. What does it take to live as a stranger and a pilgrim in this world (2 cor. 5:7)?  ___________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. abraham and sarah did not receive all of God’s promises during their lifetime, but they 
___________________________ them afar off, were __________________________ of them and 
_____________________________ them (heb. 11:13). 

10. By faith abraham ______________________________ God (heb. 11:8). 

11. What admonitions does Peter give to sojourners and pilgrims (1 Pet. 1:17; 2:11-12)?
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What are the consequences of loving the world (1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4)?  ________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Upon what condition will God receive us as his sons and daughters (2 cor. 6:17-18)?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 
14. Why does esau lose his birthright (heb. 12:15-17; Gen. 25:29-34)?  _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What do followers of christ need in order to receive the promise (heb. 10:36)?  __________
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus concluded the Beatitudes by revealing the world’s rejec-
tion and persecution of his disciples (Matt. 5:10-12). We will be 
reviled and persecuted. then Jesus spoke of the positive impact 
these same disciples would upon the world. We are the salt of 
the earth and the light of the world (vv. 13-16). 

influence is the power we have to affect others. everyone has 
an influence upon others (rom. 14:7). all of us may not have 
the same kind of influence (good or bad) or the same amount 
of influence upon the same number of people, but we all have 
influence. 

Disciples follow a Master who “went about doing good” (acts 
10:38). he was often criticized because he associated with 
sinners (Mark 2:16-17), but these sinners saw his love and con-
cern, heard his invitation to come and find rest (Matt. 11:28), 
and many responded. 

Jesus used two common objects to illustrate the need for dis-
ciples to exert a positive influence upon the world. every house 
in Palestine had salt and a lamp. 

Salt

salt literally has hundreds of uses. let’s consider some of the 
qualities that apply to being a disciple of christ. 

1. Preservative. Most scholars believe this is the primary les-
son Jesus intended with this illustration. in the absence of re-
frigeration, salt is rubbed into meat to preserve it. this process 
is still used today. Disciples exert a similar preserving influence 
upon the world. When we follow christ in doing what is good, 
and actively opposing evil, we are helping to prevent the moral 
decay of our society. 

salt aND liGht
the Disciple’s influence

“You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13-14)

Jesus intends               
for His 
disciples                 
to have an                               
important, 
though often  
unappreciated,                             
relationship 
with the world. 
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the presence of righteous people also preserves the wicked from God’s wrath. sodom 
would have been spared for the sake of ten righteous people (Gen. 18:22-33). Judah was 
spared during the days of good king Josiah (2 Kings 22:16-20). Jerusalem would have been 
pardoned if one man could have been found who executed justice and sought for truth 
(Jer. 5:1). No man stood in the gap to prevent God’s wrath (ezek. 22:30-31). 

2. Salt Gives Flavor. salt is used to enhance the taste of food (Job. 6:6). its presence in 
food cannot be ignored. likewise, there is to be something about disciples that makes 
them stand out to unbelievers. our presence in the world is to be distinctive. 

followers of christ are to provide a pleasing “flavor” to the harshness of life. our speech is 
to be seasoned with salt (col. 4:5-6). We are to lighten burdens (Gal. 6:2) and provide com-
fort (2 cor. 1:3-6) by weeping with those who weep (rom. 12:15). 

3. Salt Creates Thirst. salty snacks make us thirsty. some people create a spiritual thirst in 
others simply by the way they live. the world is watching us. When some people see the 
way we are able to weather the storms of life with peace, hope and joy, they see something  
they want for themselves. our faithfulness, which is criticized by some, is desired by others. 
it creates a hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

Disciples are called out of the world, yet the lord intends for us to practice our disciple-
ship in the midst of the world. salt must come into contact with a substance in order for it 
to influence that substance. We are set aside, but not shut off. We are sanctified, but not 
secluded. 

Light

light is a very important symbol that is used in the Bible. God is light (1 John 1:5). Jesus’ 
entrance into this world is spoken of as bringing light unto mankind (John 1:4-9; 8:12; Matt. 
4:15-16). light is associated with truth and understanding (Ps. 119:130; 2 Pet. 1:19), while 
darkness is associated with sin, ignorance, and the power of satan (acts 26:18; col. 1:13). 

Jesus said that his followers are the light of the world. however, this light does not origi-
nate within us. We are light in the lord (eph. 5:8). Just as the moon reflects the light of the 
sun upon the side of the earth that is turned away from the sun, so also disciples reflect the 
light of the son of God in a world that has turned its back away from God. 

What are some properties of light? 

1. Light Reveals and Illuminates. a light reveals what is concealed in the darkness. God’s 
word will reveal the truth to a world lost in darkness (eph. 5:13). 

2. Light Drives Away Darkness. the sunrise causes the darkness of night to disappear. 
light and darkness cannot coexist. likewise, sin and righteousness cannot coexist. the light 
of truth exposes the works of darkness and drives them away (eph. 5:11; John 3:19-20). the 
appearance of a disciple will sometimes clean up dirty language, silence the dirty joke, or 
cause the tV channel to be changed. 

3. Light Gives Guidance. light is needed to see in the darkness. there were no street 
lights in ancient times. every man took a lamp as he walked at night. lighthouses mark the 
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shoreline for sailors. God led the children of israel at night by a 
pillar of fire (ex. 13:21). 

God’s word gives us light and guidance as we travel through 
this dark world of sin and error (Ps. 119:105). We are to walk in 
the light (1 John 1:7; eph. 5:8). the lives of faithful disciples are 
lighted paths for others to see and follow (Prov. 4:18). 

4. Light Warms and Comforts. “truly the light is sweet, and it 
is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun” (eccl. 11:7). a little 
sunlight is good for those who are sick. Dark clouds and rainy 
days bring the “blues,” but a little sunshine drives away these 
feelings. Disciples are to live in such a way that others can find 
comfort, kindness, and warmth. 

5. Light Draws Those Who Want to Come out of the Dark-
ness. Jesus said that while those who practice evil are repelled 
by the light, those who do the truth are drawn to the light 
(John 3:19-21). sin-sick souls will be attracted to faithful dis-
ciples because they find in us something that they desperately 
want for themselves. 

Maintaining Our Influence

Jesus spoke of the salt losing its flavor (Matt. 5:13). it is possible 
for salt to lose its distinctive properties due to contamination, 
and it is possible for a disciple to lose his good influence. 

a disciple must maintain his distinctiveness as a follower of 
christ at all costs. Disciples represent christ, his word, his work, 
his church, his religion, and his father to the world. the things 
we do as disciples reflect upon the world’s view of christ. We 
are not to live in such a way as to validate the world’s unbelief 
and continued rebellion against christ. 

one way a disciple loses his influence is by failing to practice 
what he preaches (rom. 2:17-24; 2 cor. 8:21). the hypocrite 
has no positive influence upon anyone. such behavior causes 
the name of God to be blasphemed among unbelievers. Good 
influence is also lost through compromise with sin and error 
(Gal. 2:4-5; 2 cor. 6:14). the one who compromises his faith has 
blended in with the world and cannot be taken seriously. Good 
influence is also lost when one shows his love for the world 
over his loyalty to christ (2 tim. 2:19; James 4:4). When the 
world sees us involved in their activities (drinking, dancing, im-
modest dress, ungodly entertainment, etc.), they know that we 
are really one of them. 

if we allow the distinctiveness of our character to be polluted 
with compromise and involvement with sin, we lose our good 

...one who           
compromises 
his faith has 
blended in with 
the world and 
cannot be 
taken seriously.
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influence. once this influence is lost (salt has lost its flavor) it 
cannot be restored. Jesus says that it is “good for nothing but 
to be thrown out.” even when it has lost its flavor, salt is still 
dangerous to vegetation. No farmer would allow salt to be 
discarded on his property. the worthless substance was thrown 
into the street where it could not harm anything. 

some disciples lose their good influence in such a way that 
they are actually harmful to the cause of christ. their presence 
is counterproductive to evangelistic efforts and disruptive to 
the local church. in refusing to repent, some embolden oth-
ers to sin while driving sincere truth-seekers away from God’s 
people. 

Jesus also said that we must let our light shine before men 
(Matt. 5:14-16). a city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
the light of our influence must be visible and unmistaken to 
those around us. it is foolish for one to go through the trouble 
of lighting a lamp only to hide it under a basket. a lamp must 
be positioned so that it benefits all who are in the house. the 
disciple must illuminate those around him with God’s truth. 

our light is to shine before men. they are to see our good 
works and glorify God. Notice that the world is to see the 
works, not the worker. a captain driving his ship at night sees 
the light, not the lighthouse. God gets the credit for our good 
influence, not us. 

We cannot hide our light, but we can tarnish our influence to 
the point we are no longer capable of reflecting the radiance 
and purity of christ and his word in the world. our influence 
is maintained by abstaining from those things that tarnish our 
light and ruin the distinctiveness of our good character. We are 
to be “blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). 

Conclusion 

Jesus intends for his disciples to have an important, though of-
ten unappreciated, relationship with the world. the world may 
hate followers of christ (John 15:18-20). they may try to blame 
all the tragedies and injustices of human history on those 
claiming to follow christ. they may even persecute followers of 
christ. however, the reality is the people who the world hates 
the most are actually the ones to whom it owes the most. this 
sinful world continues to exist because of the faithful disciples 
of christ scattered across the rotting landscape who continue 
to shine forth as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation. 

We are to be 
“blameless 
and harmless, 
children of God 
without fault 
in the midst of a 
crooked and per-
verse generation, 
among whom you 
shine as lights 
in the world” 
(Phil. 2:15).  
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Questions

 1. What is influence?  __________________________________________________________________________

 2. how does Peter describe Jesus to the household of cornelius (acts 10:38)?  __________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Describe how disciples are to act as preservatives in this sinful world.  ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. Describe the kind of “flavor” that disciples are to provide to the world (rom. 12:15; 2 cor. 
1:3-6; Gal. 6:2; 2 tim. 1:16; heb 13:16).  _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What does Proverbs 22:1 say about the value of our influence?  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. Describe some ways that a disciple can lose his good influence. Use scriptures to support 
your answers.  _______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What does Jesus say about the salt that loses its flavor (Matt. 5:13)?  _______________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. how do faithful disciples create a spiritual thirst in others and draw them out of spiritual 
darkness?  __________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. explain how the life of a faithful disciple is like the “shining sun” (Prov. 4:18).  ____________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What do men do when they see our good works (Matt. 5:16)?  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What do men do when they see us commit sin (rom. 2:21-24)?  __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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the epistle of first Peter was written to help christians who 
were about to undergo an immense amount of suffering and 
persecution (4:12). as these christians maintained their faith 
in the face of such trials, it would only be natural for some un-
believers to ask why they were remaining faithful. What was it 
about their faith that made it worth losing their life? Peter told 
these christians they needed to be ready to answer these kinds 
of questions. 

An Apologist

the apostle Peter said they were to be ready to give a “defense” 
(or an answer – KJV). the word “defense” is translated from the 
Greek word apologian, from which we get our english word 
“apology.” this Greek word, however, does not convey the idea 
that christians are to apologize for their faith. it means to give 
a verbal defense, or a speech in one’s defense, as in court. this 
Greek term is also found in our english word “apologetics,” 
which is a branch of theology devoted to defending the evi-
dence that supports christianity.

the apostle Paul was set for the defense of the gospel (Phil. 
1:16-17). acts 17:2-3 says Paul went into a synagogue of the 
Jews, “and for three sabbaths reasoned with them from the 
scriptures, explaining and giving evidence that the christ had 
to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, ‘this Jesus 
whom i am proclaiming to you is the christ’” (NasV, emphasis 
mine – hr).

this work of defending the gospel is not just given to the 
apostles. the Bible teaches that all disciples are to be ready to 
defend the faith. Jude calls upon his readers (and all disciples 
today) to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). the word “contend” means 
to fight or struggle for something as a combatant. “earnestly” 
is translated from an athletic term which means to agonize, 

aN aPoloGist
the Disciple’s answer

“But sanctify the lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear”                    

(1 Peter 3:15)

This work of           
defending the 
gospel was not 
just given to 
the apostles. The 
Bible teaches that 
all disciples are 
to be ready to 
defend the faith.
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describing the extent to which we must go in our efforts to 
defend the truth. People mock, twist, and pervert the truth of 
God’s word. When they do, disciples are to be ready to stand 
up and give a defense.

Peter’s admonition applies to us today. although we may not 
be facing fiery trials for our faith, we are asked questions about 
our beliefs and practices, and every disciple needs to be ready 
with answers to such questions. in this lesson, we will study 1 
Peter 3:15 and determine what is involved in being an apolo-
gist. 

Sanctify the Lord God In Your Hearts

the first step in being ready to defend our faith is sanctifying 
the lord God in our hearts. to sanctify means “to consecrate 
or set apart.” the New american standard Version renders this 
phrase: “but sanctify christ as lord in your hearts.” We are to 
set aside christ from all others, and set him above all others 
in our heart. he is to be given the position of lord and Master 
(which is a part of being a disciple). With Jesus seated upon 
the throne of our heart, we will respond to him in obedience 
(John 14:15) and confidence (heb. 13:5-6), believing that his 
teaching is worth defending.

Always Be Ready

the apostles were told not to give any thought as to how they 
would answer (Matt. 10:19, Mark 13:11). the holy spirit would 
speak through them.  however, no such instruction is given to 
us. instead, we are told to be ready with an answer. 

readiness requires preparation on our part, which is achieved 
in different ways. We are to study the Word of God so we will 
be prepared to explain and defend our beliefs (2 tim. 2:15, 2 
Pet. 3:18, heb. 5:12-14). in addition to studying the Bible on 
our own, we are to prepare for Bible classes and attend every 
worship service. Gospel meetings provide additional opportu-
nities to hear the Word of God. We can read debates and other 
literature which places an emphasis upon defending the truth 
of the gospel. there are no short-cuts to preparing ourselves 
to be ready with answers. 

the time we spend in such efforts is helpful in several ways. 
first, it gives us confidence by strengthening our faith (rom. 
10:17) and removing our doubts (eph. 4:14). our confidence 
helps other disciples to have confidence (Phil. 1:14). finally, our 
confidence helps those who are lost. those who are searching 

With                     
Jesus seated 
upon the throne 
of our heart,             
we will respond 
to  Him in                
obedience 
(John 14:15) and 
confidence 
(Heb. 13:5-6), 
believing that His 
teaching is worth 
defending.
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for the truth are not only looking for answers to their religious questions, but they are also 
looking for people who are confident in their beliefs.

To Give A Defense

Peter tells us to be ready with a defense. as we have already pointed out, this term is 
translated from the Greek word apologian, from which we get the english word “apology.” 
“apology, as used in this context, does not mean ‘saying you are sorry,’ but rather a ‘formal 
defense’ of what you believe. Peter was urging christians to be ready to give a reasoned, 
intelligent explanation of their faith to anyone who might ask about what christians be-
lieved and practiced” (King 16).

the only proper defense for our faith is the Word of God. Matters of right and wrong are 
not determined by a disciple’s ideas, opinions, or personal experiences. those who chal-
lenge our faith and practices have their own opinions and experiences as well. saying 
things like, “Well, i think…” or “My preacher says…” are not adequate answers. truth is de-
fended by going to the source of truth – the Word of God (Ps. 119:160; John 17:17).

To Everyone Who Asks You

Peter said that we must always be ready. We must have an answer whenever the occasion 
presents itself. We are not to be annoyed or offended when people ask us questions about 
our beliefs. instead, we are to welcome and appreciate the opportunities to defend the 
gospel and to help others come to a knowledge of the truth.

While it is true we must always be ready with an answer to everyone, we must recognize 
the fact that the scriptures elsewhere teach there are some questions which are not deserv-
ing of our time, as well as some people who are not deserving of our attention (1 tim. 6:3-
5; 2 tim. 2:16-18; titus 3:10-11; Matt. 7:6). Wisdom must be exercised in knowing when one 
is sincerely looking for the truth or when one is looking for an opportunity to argue and 
quarrel. 

A Reason For The Hope That Is In You

some unbelievers were amazed as they watched christians willingly suffer and even die for 
their faith. When approached by such people, christians needed to be able to explain their 
hope was in heaven and was firmly established in the mercy of God and the resurrection of 
his son (1 Pet. 1:3).

While we may not be called upon to explain why we are willing to suffer for christ, we need 
to be ready to explain what we believe and why we believe it. how many disciples of christ 
are prepared to give a defense for their most basic beliefs and practices? among these 
would be…

◌ the existence of God
◌ the deity of christ and the validity of his resurrection
◌ the inspiration of the Bible
◌ Why we believe in heaven and hell
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◌ What one must do in order to be saved
◌ the purpose and method of baptism
◌ Why we reject denominationalism
◌ Why we do not use instrumental music
◌ Why we partake of the lord’s supper every sunday

Disciples of christ are to have a good grasp of the basis of their faith and a thorough 
knowledge of the basic doctrines of the New testament (heb. 5:12-6:2).

With The Proper Attitude

Not only are we to be ready with a proper answer or defense, but we are to present it in 
the proper way. the way we handle ourselves as we give our defense is an important part 
of our defense. Peter said that we must do so with meekness, fear, and a good conscience 
(vv. 15-16).

Meekness: this admonition has reference to our attitude towards those who are asking for 
the reason for our hope. We are not to be arrogant or resentful in our answer. We are to be 
meek. 

“the word meaning ‘gentleness’ or ‘meekness’ is rendered ‘strength under con-
trol.’ it is used to describe horses who are broken to the bit and bridle, and so are 
disciplined enough to be useful. the meaning is therefore that we are to bring our 
emotions, especially anger and malice, under complete control, so that they do 
not spoil the effectiveness of our presentation” (King 16-17).

the apostle Paul said, “speak the truth in love” (eph. 4:15). he admonished the colossians 
to “let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one” (col. 4:6). it is important we remember such admonitions, not 
only as we answer people verbally, but as we engage in written exchanges. it can be dif-
ficult to defend the truth in writing without appearing harsh and hateful.

Fear: this admonition has to do with our attitude toward God. a deep reverence and re-
spect for God needs to be shown in the way we give our defense. Unbelievers need to see 
we take God, his Word, and his ways seriously. also, we need to remember that we will 
give an account for the way we respond to such opportunities (rom. 14:12).

A Good Conscience: suffering for our faith does not give us a license to sin. Not only are 
people looking for confidence, they are also looking for consistency. hypocrisy has a dev-
astating effect upon our influence. our life must back up our profession of faith. 

Conclusion 

this command to give a defense is not optional. if we are followers of christ, we are also 
defenders of his teachings. in our first lesson, we noted the fact that a disciple of christ 
is more than a student of the lord’s teachings. a disciple is a follower and a supporter of 
christ. When the truth is attacked, disciples are to be ready with a defense. When our faith 
is questioned and challenged personally, we are to be ready with a defense. We cannot be 
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ready to do so until we have sanctified christ as lord in our hearts, devoted ourselves to a 
study of his word, and determined that we will meet every challenge and opportunity with 
the right attitude.

References: 
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Questions

 1. What does Peter tell suffering christians to be ready to do (1 Pet. 3:15)? _________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What is Paul appointed to do (Phil. 1:16-17)?  ___________________________________________

 3. What do the words “earnestly contend” mean (Jude 3)?  __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 4. What does it mean to sanctify christ as lord in our hearts?  ______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. referring to the previous question, why is this the first step in preparing ourselves to give 
an answer for our faith?  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What problem is addressed in hebrews 5:12-14?  _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. What kinds of things can we do to prepare ourselves to defend our faith (2 tim. 2:15)? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 8. how should we harmonize the instructions in 1 Peter 3:15 with passages like 1 timothy 
6:3-5, 2 timothy 2:16-18, and Matthew 7:6?  _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 9. What is meekness, and why is it important when giving a defense of our faith?  __________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What instructions does Paul give in colossians 4:6?  _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Why is it important that disciples of christ maintain a good conscience?  ________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Many people followed Jesus while he was upon the earth. 
from these followers, Jesus chose twelve men to be his apos-
tles. two of these men were Peter and andrew. these brothers 
were fishermen by trade. Jesus approached these men as they 
were casting their net into the sea and said, “follow Me, and i 
will make you become fishers of men.” they immediately left 
their nets and followed him. 

Jesus called these men to a spiritual work using language that 
they would understand. the work of winning lost souls is much 
like that of fishing. fish are caught out of the water. lost souls 
are caught out of the sea of sin and sorrow, evil and error, guilt 
and greed, darkness and death. fish are caught with a net. lost 
souls are “caught” with the gospel – not with gimmicks, food-
fun-frolic, worldly philosophies and pop psychology, feel-good 
stories, bait and switch tactics, etc. fishermen have to know 
how to use the net, and where and when to catch the fish. soul 
winners learn the most effective ways to reach men with the 
gospel. 

Peter and andrew knew the work of catching fish, but Jesus 
would teach them the work of catching men (luke 5:10). Disci-
ples have to be taught how to “become fishers of men.” it does 
not come naturally to everyone. however, every disciple must 
learn how to win souls and follow Jesus in this important work. 

Disciples are to be made (acts 14:21). one of the responsibili-
ties of discipleship is to make more disciples. Before Jesus left 
this world, he commissioned his apostles to go into the world 
and make more disciples (Matt. 28:19-20). these new disciples 
were to be taught to observe all things that Jesus had com-
manded them. the last thing that he had commanded them to 
do was to go and make disciples. 

Why should we be fishers of men? Why should disciples of 
Jesus be concerned about making more disciples? What is our 

fishers of MeN
the Disciple’s task

“follow Me, and i will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17)

The work of 
winning lost 
souls is much like 
that of fishing. 
Fish are caught 
out of the water. 
Lost souls 
are caught out 
of the sea of 
sin and sorrow, 
evil and error, 
guilt and greed, 
darkness and 
death... 
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motivation? if we understand and appreciate why we need to save the lost, the question of 
“how?” will take care of itself. 

1. Because We Are Following Jesus

Disciples are followers. We are to follow the teachings and examples of christ. We are to be 
like our Master. What did our Master do? if christ is living in us (Gal. 2:20), what would he 
have us do? 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (luke 19:10). if we are truly following Jesus, we will 
be found where he was found, doing the important work he was doing. 

2. Gives Us A Sense Of Purpose

Jesus called Peter and andrew for a purpose: “follow Me, and i will make you become fish-
ers of men.” When they “fished for men,” they were fulfilling the purpose of their calling 
and training. 

Disciples are to be made. it is the lord’s will and design for his kingdom that disciples 
make more disciples. 

Many people are longing for a sense of purpose in their lives. the true disciple of christ has 
no greater purpose than to be involved in his Master’s work, especially that of saving the 
lost. 

3. It Will Please Our Master

as disciples of christ, who are we trying to please in our lives? We are not trying to please 
ourselves, because the first step of discipleship is to deny self (Matt. 16:24). We are not try-
ing to please our family, because no one is to come before christ (Matt. 10:37). We are not 
trying to please people in the world, because we are not to love the world (1 John 2:15). 

We are to do those things that please christ (2 cor. 5:9). as a soldier of christ, we are to 
please our commander (2 tim. 2:4) by faithfully executing his orders to go and make 
disciples. We are to walk worthy of the lord, fully pleasing him by being fruitful in every 
good deed (col. 1:10). Being entrusted with the gospel, Paul sought to please God with his 
words, not men (1 thess. 2:4). 

God does not want anyone to perish (2 Peter 3:9; ezek. 33:11). he wants all men to be 
saved (1 tim. 2:3-4). thus, God is pleased when we are involved in this important work. 

4. Because There Is A Great Need

Jesus felt compassion for those who were lost in sin (Matt. 9:35-38). he was touched by 
their plight. he had created them, he loved them, and he was aware of the possible fate 
that awaited them. 
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as followers of christ, we are to look upon the lost as he did. 
the masses of men we see are not mere mortals who are in-
volved in worldly endeavors. they are immortal souls on their 
way to judgment! Jesus lamented the shortage of workers in 
the great harvest for souls. indeed, the harvest is plentiful, but 
the amount of laborers is pitiful. 

there is a need for those who have the truth to share it with 
the lost. those lost in sin are not laboring in the harvest. those 
promoting error are sabotaging the harvest. lazy and indiffer-
ent christians are ignoring the harvest. Will we respond to the 
Master’s call for laborers in the harvest with the words of isaiah, 
“here am i! send me” (is. 6:8)?

5. Because It Is The Right Thing To Do 

2 Kings 7:3-10 tells of four lepers who wandered into the de-
serted camp of the syrians and found their “salvation.” these 
men were dying outside the gate of the city. they could not 
enter the city because of their leprosy. instead of sitting and 
waiting to starve to death, they decided to surrender to the 
enemy. however, when they came to the camp, they found that 
it had been deserted. they entered a tent, ate and drank, and 
started carrying away the treasure. they had their “salvation,” 
but in the midst of their joy, they remembered others needed 
to hear about this discovery they had made. 

“then they said to one another, ‘We are not doing 
right. this day is a day of good news, and we remain 
silent. if we wait until morning light, some punishment 
will come upon us. Now therefore, come, let us go and 
tell the king’s household’” (v. 9). 

after receiving their “salvation,” these lepers realized the right 
thing for them to do was to let others in the same condition 
know about it. 

those who have received the forgiveness of their sins know 
how precious this gift is (Ps. 32:1-2). such individuals are obli-
gated to let others know this gift is available to them as well. 

6. Because It Is Our Duty

Disciples have duties (luke 17:10). one of these duties is to 
make other disciples. 

the prophet ezekiel was made a watchman over the house of 
israel (ezek. 33:1-9). the watchman has an important duty – he 
warns of approaching danger. When he makes the warning, the 

The 
Anatomy 
Of A 
Soul Winner

A mind that 
understands the 
importance of 
winning souls.

Eyes that see lost 
souls.

Ears that hear 
the “Macedonian 
Call.”

Feet that are 
ready to take the 
gospel to the 
lost.

A heart that 
cares about the 
plight of sinners.
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people may ignore it and perish, but he has done his duty. however, when he fails to sound 
the warning, the blood of the people is on his head. 

those who are lost in sin are in danger of losing their eternal souls (John 8:24, rom. 6:23, 
rev. 20:15). they must be warned and rescued. We are the ones who know about the dan-
ger. thus, it is our duty to warn them (2 cor. 5:9-11). 

7. For The Joy Of Saving Souls

the work of making disciples should not be viewed as an undesirable duty, but as a bless-
ing and a privilege. there is great joy when those who are lost have been found (luke 15:7, 
10, 32). Disciples in the first century rejoiced over the salvation of souls (acts 15:3). there 
can be no greater joy for a disciple of christ than to know he has helped someone find his 
salvation. 

Conclusion 

the son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. he calls us to join him in this important 
work. a true follower of christ can be found following in the work of his master – winning 
souls. We know our soul is worth more than the entire world (Matt. 16:26), but we must re-
alize every soul is equally valuable. among other things, a disciple is a fisher of men. let us 
busy ourselves in the work of casting the net of the gospel upon the sea of humanity and 
bringing a harvest of great souls upon the shore. 

Questions

 1. Why did Jesus come to this world (luke 19:10)?  ____________________________________________

 2. Why does Jesus call Peter and andrew to follow him (Mark 1:17)?  ________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 3. Who does a disciple seek to please (2 cor. 5:9; 2 tim. 2:4)?  ________________________________

 4. how can one walk “worthy of the lord” (col. 1:10)?  _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 5. What does God want for mankind (1 tim. 2:3-4)?  _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 6. What dilemma does the lord discuss in Matthew 9:37-38?  ________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 7. Why do the four lepers feel compelled to tell others of the good news that they had found 
(2 Kings 7:9)?  _______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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 8. Name one of the duties that disciples have (Matt. 28:19; acts 14:21).  ______________________

 9. What happens to the watchman who fails to warn of approaching danger (ezek. 33:6-8)? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 
10. Why is Paul innocent of the blood of all men (acts 20:26-27)?  __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Why does the father rejoice when his prodigal son returned home (luke 15:32)?  ________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Peter and andrew used a net to catch fish. What are we to use to catch men (rom. 1:16)? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Thought Question

Do you know someone who needs to hear the gospel? What can you do to help bring that 
person unto christ? 
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